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Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 
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editors: letter 


What better way to start the New Year than to 
dream of sun-filled gardens? This issue we go 
on a whistle-stop tour of the world, starting in 
England with an extraordinarily pretty garden 
in the Cotswolds, then head further south to a 
richly planted cliff-top garden in Cornwall. We 
also visit a contemporary garden in California 


where you can almost hear the bees buzzing 
amid the vast expanse of lavender; a luxurious 
hotel in Morocco with clever drought-tolerant plant combinations; and 
a sub-tropical bush garden in Australia with enchanting shady glades. 
If you fancy adding a touch of exoticism to your own garden, turn to 
our feature by nurseryman Nick Macer on his favourite hardy exotics. 


Thankfully, fashions in planting styles change slowly, however, at this ae at Gleyhomala 
= Pay! 


Die 
ae 


time of year it’s always tempting to try to guess what the next big thing 
will be, so we’ve asked some experts for their thoughts. Eminent 
plantsmen discuss what they are most excited about growing in 2014 
and leading designers give us their insights into forthcoming trends. 
With more people wanting to spend quality time outdoors whatever 
the weather, I’ve got a hunch that stylish wooden hot tubs are going to 
take off so we've selected some of our favourites. 

I hope you enjoy the issue and wish you all a very happy New Year. 
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Ten star plants for 2014 A selection of leading 
nurserymen choose the plants they're most 
excited about growing in the new year 

Plant profile: Hardy exotics There's a whole 
host of plants from warmer climes that will 
survive the frostiest of winters. Expert Nick 
Macer chooses his favourites 


Dream weavers Nestled within an idyllic 
Cotswold village, the garden at Greyhounds is 
full of deep billowing borders enriched by 
traditional architectural detailing 

Purple reign In California, designer Andrea 
Cochran was asked to create a secluded family 
garden for outdoor lounging, dining and play 
One thousand and one delights A stunning 
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array of palms, cacti and succulents, set against 
a backdrop of the Atlas Mountains, make this 
Moroccan garden an exotic delight 

Tropic of Cornwall The owners of Chygurno 
took a steeply sloping, cliff-top site and created 
a gorgeous garden full of semi-tropical plants 
Pretty in pink We highlight 20 of the best places 
to visit in Japan where you can indulge in the 
springtime cherry blossom spectacular 
Sunshine on leaf A sub-tropical bush garden on 
Australia’s east coast combines native trees with 
lush ground cover to relaxing and artistic effect 
Highland fling Planthunter Joshua McCullough 
explores the botanically rich highlands of 
Guatemala to record and collect an irresistible 
selection of rarified plants 

Bamboozled You might be surprised to learn 
that Europe's largest collection of bamboos is 

in a garden in southern France. We visit La 
Bambooserie and fall for its Eastern charms 
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New garden talent What began as a curiosity 


for growing sunflowers now sees Belgian Yannick 
Boulet as a trainee at one of Britain's top gardens 
Who's who We track down expert plantsman 
and avid planthunter Michael Wickenden to find 
out more about his worldwide plant passions 
Taking stock Columnist Frank Ronan ponders 
on how best to fill an empty bed 


Design news The latest projects and events, 
including the new, high-tech glasshouses at the 
world's oldest academic garden 

Design trends for 2014 Garden designers and 
experts predict this year’s garden fashions 
Design sourcebook A shortlist of our 

favourite hot tubs 
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Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: news Latest happenings in the gardening 
world, including practical new gardening wellies 
Modern peasant Food writer and gardener Jojo 
Tulloh begins her new practical series in which 
she shares monthly tales and tips of allotment life 
Shop front Choose from our stylish selection of 
cloches to keep your crops protected this winter 
Subscription offer Free 30-day trial when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including 
Contemporary Designers’ Own Gardens 

Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on getting children engaged with the outdoors 
Crossword and buying single issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in February 


when you subscribe to 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
see page 28 


READER 
OFFERS 


* Join our exclusive holiday 
to America’s gardening 
heartland focusing on New 
York and Philadelphia with 
planting expert Noél 
Kingsbury — see page 16 


+ Editor Juliet Roberts and 
plantsman John Hoyland 
lead a trip to the gardens 
of Paris including a visit to 
one of France's best plant 
fairs, Journées des Plantes 
at Courson — see page 17 


* Free 30-day trial when 
you subscribe to the digital 
edition — see page 28 


KIRSTY FERGUSON 


Kirsty is an award-winning 
writer who specialises in 
European gardens and the 
joys of ‘slow’ travel. On page 
60 she visits Chygurno 

in Cornwall, which she 
discovered while researching 
her latest book, Slow Cornwall 
& the Isles of Scilly. 


“The sheer bravery of creating a garden on the side of a cliff 
impressed me hugely. The Moules are inspiring gardeners.” 


NICK MACER 

Nick gave birth to Pan-Global 
Plants in 1997 and has lovingly 
nurtured it ever since. It has 
grown into one of the UK's very 
finest plant emporiums, offering 
superlative plants and rarities in 
equal measure. On page 50 he 
writes about just one of his 
passions, hardy exotics. 


“Extravagantly exotic looking plants are often sniffed at by the 
modern-day, new perennials groupies. Such myopia.” 


JOJO TULLOH 


Jojo has been food editor of the 
Week magazine since 2000, 
and her second book, The 
Modern Peasant, was published 
last year. She has an allotment 
in east London and a hive of 
bees outside her bathroom 
window. On page 23 she begins 
her new monthly column. 


“In January the most important thing a gardener can cultivate 
is themself — time spent planning is never wasted.” 


KATE BRYANT 


Kate is a professional gardener 
and writer who lives and gardens 
in Portland, Oregon. Her latest 
book Terrarium Craft looks at 
landscapes in miniature while on 
page 78 she explores terrain on 
a grander scale when she talks 
to Joshua McCullough about 
hunting Guatemala's flora. 


‘Joshua's photographs of one of the world’s most beautiful 
landscapes highlight the need to protect these precious places.” 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Grand lour of Andalucia 


This tour is for those who really want to get to know Andalucia — its best private and | d e& ‘ | 
public gardens, its culture, its people and its food. The tour has been designed especially | NGIVIGUa 
for Individual Holidays and will be escorted by the author of Great Gardens of Spain Holidays 


TOUR SUMMARY AY \ iia 


Our tour starts in Ronda, a spectacular town perched 
above a gorge where we will visit several gardens 
including Casa del Rey Moro (featured in Great Gardens 
of Spain). Our journey will then take us to Seville, where 
we visit a 12th-century sunken garden, enjoy a private 
visit to the Palace of Duefias and its gardens, and then 
to the Parque de Maria Luisa where we will see the 
gardens and buildings created for the IberoAmerican 
Exhibition of 1929, including the spectacular Plaza de 
Espania. We will also experience the Real Alcazar before 
heading off to Palma del Rio, a typical small Andalucian 
town, and continuing on to Cérdoba, where you'll see 
magical patio gardens and enjoy an evening visit to 

the Mosque-Cathedral. We then stay in Granada for a 
guided tour of the incomparable Alhambra y Generalife 
gardens, and Malaga for one last garden visit, before 
returning home. 

Anneli Bojstad, author of Great Gardens of Spain, 
personally designed the itinerary and will escort the tour, 
sharing her knowledge and introducing you to her 
friends and acquaintances. Included in the tour are a 
number of private visits to gardens not generally open to 
the public. 


ABOVE Palacio de Viana, Cordoba BELOW Private Garden, Marbella 


WHAT IS INCLUDED 


¢ Return scheduled flights from London to Malaga. 
(Flights from your local airport on request.) 

e 7 nights accommodation in specially selected historic, 
character 4* hotels on bed and breakfast basis plus six 
lunches and three dinners. 

e One night in Ronda, two nights in Seville, one night in 
Palma del Rio, one night in Cordoba, two nights 
in Granada. 


e Welcome dinner in typical 
local restaurant. Poh ee | 
e Farewell dinner in local restaurant Vea ow 
with panoramic views of Granada Gs falmaldel zig : 
and Alhambra. Seville ANDALUCIA 
e Departures from UK on @ Granade 
Tuesday 22 April 2014 ; Fea 


Sahay 
¢ 7 nights from £2,499 per person a 


(based on two people sharing a room) aay 
e Tour code: SAG 1414 ) = number of days 


MAPS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY 


Individual Holidays, 19 Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire SLO 7QA 
Tel: +44 (0)1753 892111 Fax: +44 (0)1753 260016 
ATOL: 5384**** ABTA: W5293. Our air holiday packages shown are ATOL protected by the CAA. Please see our booking conditions. 


www. individual-holidaysgardentours.com @ABTA ls 
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..Where aluminium perfectly mimics timber 
..Where practicality embraces unrivalled 
design individuality 
.. Where Griffin tenderly complement 
your surroundings. 


Vnreservedly distinct 
Glasshouses, 


Greenhouses 
and Orangeries 
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GRIFFIN GLASSHOUSES 


GLASSHOUSES OF DISTINCTION ; 


www.griffinglasshouses.com wae 
NYS sey 


01962 772512 Pama NOS wine en 


range of free standing glasshouses 
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READYHEDGE 


Ready 


when 
you are. 


01386 750585 
simon@readyhedgeltd.com 
www.readyhedgeltd.com 


You'll find we’re ready when you are. 


READY-SPACED, READY TO PLANT, READY WHEN YOU ARE. 


SARAH MASON 


Dug tr 


News, gardening talent, plantsmen’s favourites, modern peasant, shopping 
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BOTANICAL INSPIRATION 
Indoor meadow 


Designer Hannah Nunn is known for her handmade lamp shades 
delicately cut with botanical designs. She has now developed her 
range to include wallpaper. There are two designs ‘Paper Meadow’ 
and ‘Beech Leaves’ that come in soft hues of teal, charcoal, pebble 
and kraft. “I'm always inspired by the tiny details and shapes found 
in nature and | spend a lot of time walking in the woods and 


NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


meadows with my camera gathering ideas and longing to be able to 
express the beauty that | find,” explains Hannah. There’s more 
about Hannah's method of designing and creating her wallpaper on 
her blog hannahnunn.blogspot.co.uk. To buy, you can visit her shop 
Radiance in Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire, or see her website for 
suppliers hannahnunn.co.uk. £69 per ten-metre roll. 


Quality Garden Tours 
The Brightwater Collection 


No-one has a wider selection of well-paced, well- 
planned, quality garden tours than Brightwater 
Holidays. In our new portfolio we have a wonderful 
range of escorted tours to the best gardens 
throughout the gardening world. 


Famous and grand gardens mix with small and private 
gardens in all regions of the UK; from private gardens 
in Shetland to hidden gardens in Cornwall, and most 
points in between. 


On continental Europe we visit Holland's magnificent 
spring bulbfields; Monet's Garden, Menton and the 
Loire Valley in France, alongside classic Italian 
gardens like Ninfa and the famous Alhambra Palace 
and Generalife Gardens in Andalucia. 


Further afield we offer exotic holidays of a lifetime to 
colourful lands such as India, Japan, South Africa, 
California and Costa Rica. 

Order your copy of our new brochure today 


brightwater 
a Gardens and 
Pecial Intere: 
2014 st Tours 


brightwater 


Brightwater Holidays Ltd 
Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife KY15 4HS 
info@brightwaterholidays.com 
+44 (0) 1334 657155 
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Quality: Expertise: Protection 
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Garden shows 2014 


FEBRUARY 

26 Ellerslie International Flower Show, New Zealand 
(until 2 March). The best of southern hemisphere 
gardening. ellerslieflowershow.co.nz 

MARCH 

20 Keukenhof, the Netherlands (until 18 May). 
Artful bulb displays. keukenhof.nl 

APRIL 

4-6 Saint-Jean de Beauregard Féte des Plants Vivaces, 
France. Europe's finest plantspeople. 
domsaintjeanbeauregard.com 

5-6 Cornwall Spring Flower Show, UK. 
Spring comes early to the South West. 
cornwallgardensociety.org.uk 

MAY 

9-11 Beervelde Garden Days, Belgium. 
Plants and accessories. parkvanbeervelde.be 

16-18 Courson Journées des Plantes — Spring, France 
Top nurserymen in chateau parkland setting 
domaine-de-courson.fr 

20-24 Chelsea Flower Show, London, UK. 
The UK's premier garden event, this year marking 
the centenary of the First World War. rhs.org.uk 

30 Gardening Scotland, UK (until 1 June). 
Inspiration and plants for Scottish gardeners. 
gardeningscotland.com 

30. ~— Holker Garden Festival UK (until 1 June). 
Gardens, countryside and crafts. holkerfestival.co.uk 

31 Coombe Trenchard Garden Show, UK 
(until 1 June). Summer garden fair in Arts and 
Crafts setting. coombetrenchard.co.uk 

JUNE 

20-22 Bingerden International Specialist 
Nursery Days, the Netherlands. 
International plantspeople. bingerden.com 

20-22 GROW London, UK 


New contemporary garden show held in Hampstead. 


www.growlondon.com 

JULY 

8-13. RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, UK. 
Roses and summer gardens. rhs.org.uk 

SEPTEMBER 

12-14 Harrogate Flower Show (Autumn), UK. 
Celebrating autumn’s harvest and planting 
flowershow.org.uk 

OCTOBER 

3-5  Orticolario, Italy. 
Garden festival on the shores of Lake Como. 
orticolario.it 

4-5  Dixter Plant Fair, UK. 
International specialist nurseries. greatdixter.co.uk 

+ This is just a selection of shows for 2014. Look in your local press 


for other events and also with the RHS for its full list of shows. Dates 
correct at time of press but please check all details. 


dig in news 


GARDENING HERITAGE 
House and garden reunited 


While famed for its garden, the house at Hestercombe with its 


18th-century fagade and Victorian interior has been something of 

an anomaly as the base for Somerset Fire and Rescue for more than 
60 years. Now the house and historic garden landscape are reunited 
under the ownership of the Hestercombe Gardens Trust, which will 
open it up to the public as an education centre and as home to its 
archive. Look out for details of a forthcoming exhibition of photographs 
by Lutyens and Jekyll. Tel 01823 413923, hestercombe.com 


Maker of gardening gloves, Gold Leaf now 
offers gardeners’ wellingtons. In its words: ‘no 
fancy patterns, no fancy names, no fancy 
buckles’ just durable black boots in natural 
rubber with neoprene lining and a steel 
shank in the sole for added protection. 


RRP £89. Stockists information on goldleaf-gloves.com 


ll 


dig in news 


Diary 


Learn practical tips and discover design ideas on how 

to create perfectly planted containers. 18 January, 
10am-4pm, £95. Cotswold Gardening School, Gossington, 
Gloucestershire, GL2 7DN. Tel 01453 899018, 
cotswoldgardeningschool.co.uk 


Count an array of birds in your garden or local area 
and take part in one of the world’s largest surveys. 
GARDEN ANTIQUES 25-26 January 2014, Visit rspb.org.uk for further details 


Pots of charm and downloadable spotting chart. 


These traditional 19th-century Italian confit pots would make a 
real statement as a flower vase or plant container. Available in 


Course on pruning and training shrubs and 
roses (flowering, 


large 35cm high x 25cm diameter (£400), or medium 25cm high climbing and bush), 
x 19cm diameter (£300) from Appley Hoare Antiques these including how to 
glazed terracotta pots were originally used for storing and maintain plant size and 
preserving foods such as meats, fruits and vegetable, which shape through spring 
were then stood in cool water as an early refrigeration technique. and summer, 
Tel 020 7351 5206, appleyhoare.com 25 January, £45, 
10.30am-3.30pm. 
FOR CHILDREN Waterperry Gardens, 
Nr Wheatley, 
Woodland games Sree OSE WZ. 
The Forestry Commission has Tel 01844 339254, Pruning course 
enlisted Stick Man to help get waterperrygardens.co.uk Sim aterperry- 


children enjoying the woods 
this winter. The storybook 


character created by Julia Chris Lane, specialist grower and author, presents a lecture 
Donaldson and Axel Scheffler on witch hazels and their contribution to the winter garden. 
heads up trails and activities at Plus opportunity to tour John Massey's garden as part of 
13 forests. There's clue hunting, Ashwood Nurseries ‘Winter in Bloom’ programme, 


28 January, 1lam-12.15pm, Non RHS members £18, 
RHS members £15. Ashwood Lower Lane, Ashwood, 
Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 OAE. Book in advance. 
Tel 01384 401996, www.ashwoodnurseries.com 


den building and stick character 
making. Until end of January. 
forestry.gov.uk/stickman. 


The annual Winter Lecture Series starts this month with 
‘Ancient tree hunt: finding the ancient trees of the UK’. 
Tree expert Edward Parker searches out the country’s 
most magnificent ancient trees and talks about their 
environmental and cultural importance. 30 January, 
8pm, £12. Said Business School, Park End St, Oxford 
OX1 1HP. Full details of this and all talks in the series 
01865 286690, botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk 


In her first workshop led at Les Soeurs Anglaises in 
southwest France, textile artist Claire Wellesley-Smith 
will lead participants in the use of plants growing in the 
gardens and surrounding landscape to colour found, 
treasured and discarded materials, which are then used 
to create a quilt-style wall piece. 19-25 May 2014 (five 
workshop days / six nights). Prices start from £875. 

Tel 0797 3699892, lessoeursanglaises.com 
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World Leaders in Classit HBkes “ 


- . 
. Rediscover the romance of rpses... 


New Seasons’ Roses Plant Centre Catalogue 


Please quote GIIl4 when placing an order 
or requesting a catalogue. 


www.classicroses.co.uk. 01953 454707 


Garden Design — Construction —- Planting 


Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex and London 
Visit our website to see further case studies. 


01483 893989 
enquiries@nrgardendesign.com 
www.nrgardendesign.com 


MOROCCO 


Gardens of Marrakech, Taroudannt and the 
Atlas Mountains including Dar al Hossoun 
06 - 13 April 2014 


SICILY 


Spring Gardens from Taormina to Siracusa 
24 - 30 April 2014 


PROVENCE 


Gardens from the Alpilles to the Luberon 
02 - 08 June 2014 


Excellent hotels * direct flights * Small groups « fully guided 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com * 01423 326 300 


Garden and Wild Flower Tours to France, Italy, Portugal, Morocco, 
South Africa and Namibia. 


The beautifully-refurbished Dormy House Hotel 
is now THE place to stay in the Cotswolds, 
with 40 individual rooms and suites that will W G Grace & Son Ltd 


become your home from home. 


Designers & Joiners of Traditional Greenhouses 


| fe / \ NI | S For more information on our range of products contact: 


01647 252995 or visit www.wggrace.co.uk 


By Appointment 
To Her Majesty The Queen 
Specialist Container Tree Growers 
Barcham Trees PLC, Ely 


‘ Dey? ae 5 
| a i Buythetree 
RASTA ? A s E ; 
pig oe 6 you see-com 
a a APO — 
Lo Anewanduniquewaytobuy 
Dormy House Is in the heart of the Cotswolds, From the UK's largest grower 
with 30 of England's finest gardens within of containerised trees. 
30 miles — including the quintessential Hidcote, Each of our 3000 trees across 200 varieties 
just five miles away. is individually numbered, allowing youto 3 
select the one thatis right For your garden: 
Garden-lovers can find details of our You will see a short video of your tree 3 
unique two-night Cotswold Gardens break at and we will deliveritto your door. 
www.dormyhouse.co.uk or call 01386 85271 | or 


Call 01353 720950 
www.buythetreeyousee.com Barc ha 


buythetreeyousee.com 
8 Paes wet 
Ay 
BY %: 


Dormy House 


quoting ref GIO! | 4. 


Near Broadway, Worcestershire 


dig in gardening talent 


Yannick Boulet 


Belgium-born Yannick Boulet has grown up influenced by big names in the planting 
world. Now, he works as a trainee at one Britain’s finest gardens, Great Dixter 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory | was about four years old and felt I'd 
ike to grow sunflowers. | searched through the birdseed mix that my 
ather fed his pigeons with and sowed the seeds with my mother. We 
watched my sunflowers grow and that thrill of growing a plant and 
ooking after it, making sure it does well, has never left me. 

First plant love Galanthus nivalis, the common snowdrop. Those 
brave, blue-green leaves pushing through the cold soil combined with 
heir beautifully formed, wonderfully scented and heart-warming 
lowers. They are probably one of those flowers | look forward to the 


most when the new year starts again. 

Horticultural heroes From about the age of 12, | started reading the 
books of Gertrude Jekyll, Margery Fish, Beth Chatto, and most 
importantly, Christopher Lloyd. From no other writer did | get such a 
sense of sharing deep knowledge, good gardening skills and a sense of 
fun; all of which | believe are essential to good gardening. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today | have a slight fear that in 
these economically more difficult times, people will be less tempted to 
undertake gardening projects until they feel more secure. This and my 
concern for the changing climate are reasons why | think that 


gardeners in the future are going to have to garden not only ina 
different way but also with a different plant palette. However, creativity 
will always rise to the surface and that is a comforting thing to know. 
Who has inspired your career the most? Both of my parents have 
always encouraged me enormously. They gave me all the advice they 
had to give and from them | inherited a sense of beauty, commitment 
and work that filtered into my own garden at home, from which | have 
learned so very much. When they saw that my interest lay in gardening 
they let me plough up what had been my brother's football playing 
area and so, at the age of 14, | had my very own garden to dream up. 
Favourite planting style The cottage garden style. For its exuberance, 
the wealth of plant material to choose from and the rewards that lie in 
growing so many plants together. 

What principles have guided your attitude to gardening? 

Asense of beauty, a sense of input and a sense of context 

| think are very important when wanting a garden to succeed. 
Favourite book The Well-Tempered Garden by Christopher Lloyd. 
Every single page is packed with stimulating ideas. 

Contact email yannick.boulet@hotmail.com 
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AM FRICAS (GARDEN BOOKING DETAILS 


The tour price is £2,740 per person (not 


including return flights from London, but 
Distant Horizons can arrange flights). 


For a full in-depth itinerary with details 
Take a trip to some of the most influential and innovative of day-by-day visits, accommodation, 


meals etc, and information on how to 


gardens on the East Coast of the USA, including a visit to book please contact 
to] irl j j = Distant Horizons, 13 Melloncroft Drive, 
New York's inspiring High Line. 30 Sept — 8 Oct 2014 Se Parente 
Tel +44 (0)151 625 3425 
Email info@distanthorizons.co.uk 


< 


“ew York is rapidly gaining a surprisingly green image, thanks to new-look, urban 

planting designs on the High Line and the waterfront Battery Park by 

Piet Oudolf, and wild plantings in the New York Botanical Gardens. Our 
eight-day tour is timed to pair the first signs of autumn colour with the last of the summer 
perennials. From NYC we move on to the USA's gardening heartland, the Philadelphia area, 
where we visit a selection of well-known public gardens as well as some private ones not 
normally open to the public. Mt. Cuba Center and the Scott Arboretum are widely known 
to connoisseur gardeners; at Chanticleer we will have the chance to meet with staff where a 


TOUR LEADER 
NOEL KINGSBURY 
As aplantsman, gardener, 
designer and author of many 
garden books, Noél is highly 
regarded both in the UK and 
internationally. He is best 


unique approach to management has resulted in one of the world’s most vibrant gardens. ; - ere teP RE PERC 
We will also meet with Rick Darke and Claudia West, who are among the most adventurous approach to planting, which he promotes in both his 
garden and landscape professionals in the USA. private and public schemes. 
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OVER / ALAMY, IWAN BAAN 


TRIGGER IMAGE, JOHN GL¢ 


MIRA 


ALAMY 


HELENE ROCHE PHOTOGRAPHY, HEMIS, VIT KOVALCIK 


Jardins des Tuileries, Paris 


GARDENS Al TRE AEART 
OF FPRAINGE 


Join our tour hosted by editor Juliet Roberts and plantsman John Hoyland to the gardens of 
Paris and ile de France, including a visit to Journées des Plantes Courson, 13-17 Oct 2014 


n our French excursion we capture the charm of the Parisian gardens, landscapes 

and formal masterpieces surrounding chateaux in the Ile de France — including a BOOKING DETAILS 

visit to the highlight of the French gardening calendar, Courson’s plant fair Journées 
des Plantes held in the grounds of the chateau. To accompany this event we have selected 
extraordinary formal gardens, exuberant potagers, Parisian parks and a couple of very special 
private gardens, which will look wonderful in the early autumn sun. The tour is based at the 
four-star Hotel du Panthéon in Paris and Hotel les Pléiades in Barbizon in the forest of 


The price per person sharing is 
£2,498 (single supplement £380 
levied by the hotels). 


The price includes all meals and 


Fontainebleau — once the retreat of artists, now a peaceful base for this special garden tour. accommodation at Hotel du Panthéon, 
Paris and Hétel Les Pléiades, Barbizon 
TOUR LEADER TOUR LEADER and return Eurostar service from 
JULIET ROBERTS JOHN HOYLAND Sle eee 
: ; ‘ Please note: This tour involves a lot of 
As editor of GARDENS Having owned nurseries RURIICRE TOILE ROMncNCrteroling 
ILLUSTRATED Juliet has an both in the UK and France, 2 2 ‘ 


understanding of the finest John has an expert 


: international gardens — be knowledge and appreciation To book or for more information 
~ WAN | they historic or the work of of gardens and planting. please contact 
our best contemporary He is a regular writer for Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, 
designers. In Paris she’s keen to explore the gardens national magazines and newspapers including Rhiw, Llanbedr, Gwynedd LL45 2NT, UK 
that made the city great as well as introducing you GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, and is garden adviser to Tel +44 (0)1341 241717 
to some of Europe's top plantspeople at Courson. Glyndebourne in Sussex. Fax +44 (0)1341 241712 
Email mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED by Web boxwoodtours.com 


Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, a specialist garden-tour company set up in 
1990 and directed by Sue and Brian Macdonald, Kew-trained, professional gardeners. 
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Alcea rugosa 


I came across this splendid plant by the road ona 
trip to Georgia. A’stunning Russian hollyhock, it 
produces masses of subtle lemon-yellow flowers 
through the summer. Works well placed against 

a dark backdrop to show off its colour. Although 
a short-lived perennial it self-seeds readily. It’s 
attractive to bees and hoverflies and resistant to 
the common rust problems of other hollyhocks. 
It may need staking in exposed positions but is 


PAUL BARNEY 
EDULIS NURSERY 


an excellent subject for wall or fence. 


Height/spread 1.8-2.2m x 40cm. 


Origin Caucasus, Ukraine and south Russia. 
Conditions Full sun in well-drained soil. 
Season Late spring/summer. 


RUTH BROWN / GETTY 


HOWARD RICE / GETTY 


dig in nurserymens favourites 


Top plants for 2014 


We asked a Selection of international plantspeople which plant they are most 
looking forward to growing as the new year gets going 


MARK STRAVER 
WHITEWATER NURSERY/ 
HORTUS LOCI 


Viola corsica 

This is a perfect filler for sun or partial 
shade. It tumbles well over slopes and walls 
and is more tolerant of heat than usual 
violets and violas. Has become one of the 
designer ‘must-have’ plants in the past year 
or two. Enchanting deep violet-purple blue, 
large flowers but still dainty. Flowers almost 
all year and gently reseeds itself as an added 
bonus. Regenerates well after trimming if it 
starts to get untidy. 


Height/spread 15cm x 20cm. 

Origins Corsica and Sardinia. 

Conditions Prefers well-drained, fertile soil. 
Season March — October. 


TOM MITCHELL 
EVOLUTION PLANTS 


\ ; 


Trautvetteria sp. nov. aff. 

T carolinensis 

This plant is a genuine novelty; a fabulous 
shade-loving perennial from the eastern USA, 
new to cultivation. Its glossy, leathery, lobed 
leaves, the size of saucers, are attractive from 
spring to autumn and the brilliant white, 
scented flowers are like miniature fireworks 
in summer. I’m planning a drift intermingled 
with Veratrum in a woodland garden. 


Height/spread 1m x spread by rhizomes. 
Origins Tennessee, southeast USA. 
Conditions Partial to full damp shade. 
Season Foliage spring to autumn; 
flowers mid summer. 


ROSEMARY HARDY 

HARDY’S COTTAGE 
. GARDEN PLANTS 
Nepeta grandiflora 


‘Summer Magic’ 

A wonderful new dwarf catmint with an 
upright habit requiring no support. We have 
found it a really good alternative for edging 
pathways or beds instead of lavender. The 
spring flower stems have a lovely purple hue 
that contrast so well with the grey-green 
foliage and large, blue flower heads. Easy to 
maintain and place in the garden. 


Height/spread 35cm x 45cm. 

Origins Introduced May 2013, British bred. 
Conditions Full sun, any good soil. 

Season Free-flowering form with 


large blue-lilac flowers all summer. 


JEKKA McVICAR 


Fo JEKKA McVICAR 
JEKKAS HERB FARM 


Elsholtzia stauntonii 

The mint shrub is a most generous Chinese 
herb that looks stunning in any border. It 
flowers on long spikes from late summer 
until late autumn bringing a splash of 
mauve as the garden fades. And when 
you think that the plant has given its final 
display, the mint-scented, lance-shaped, 
mid-green leaves turn red for autumn. 
Deciduous and frost hardy; prune back to 
the new buds in spring. 


Height/spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 

Origins China. 

Conditions Full sun, well-drained soil. 
Season Late summer until late autumn. 


Where 
to buy 


How to find our 

: many of the plantspeople 
plantspeople's featured also have 
favourites for nurseries, so it is always 
this year worth trying these. Please 


note that stocks of some 
of the newer plant 
cultivars may be limited. 
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For suppliers of each of 
these plants check the 
RHS Plant Finder or 
rhs.org.uk/rhsplantfinder/ 
index.aps. Alternatively, 


JUNE BLAKE 
TINODE GARDENS 


Rodgersia pinnata 
‘Perthshire Bronze’ 


This was one of the star performers in my 


garden last year, so I intend spreading it 
around the garden in 2014. In late spring 
the bronze foliage emerges with Tulipa 
‘Ballerina followed by soft pink flowers 
with foliage in shades of bronze, red, green 
and deep purple. The deep-red seedheads 
and amazing foliage look almost better than 
the flowers and last until frost. 


Height/spread 1m x 1m. 

Origins Scotland. 

Conditions Moist shade. 

Season Spring, summer and autumn. 


BOB BROWN 


HANS KRAMER 
KWEKERIJ HESSENHOF 


Silohium mohrii 

My customers last year adored the big 
sulphur-yellow disc flowers that seem to 
float above the long bristle-haired leaves, 
themselves very decorative too. Most 
silphiums are tall and leafy, but this one 
ist. With a height of only 1.2m, it suits 
every garden. It is a botanical species, which 
means it is without any patent. Everybody 
is free to propagate this super plant. 


Height/spread 1m x 1m. 

Origins South eastern USA. 
Conditions Well-drained soil, full sun 
and fully hardy. 

Season Flowers August — October. 


+ Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Sands Lane, Badsey, 
Evesham, Worcestershire 
WRI11 7EZ, UK. Tel 01386 
422829, cgf.net 

+ Edulis Nursery 

The Walled Garden, 
Tidmarsh Lane, 
Pangbourne, 

Berkshire RG8 8HT, UK. 
Nursery open by 
appointment only. 

Tel 01635 578113, 
edulis.co.uk 


= 
= 


NEIL LUCAS 


NEIL LUCAS 
KNOLL GARDENS 


Pennisetum Dark Desire’ 

I love fountain grasses. It’s hard to beat their 
masses of bottlebrush-like flowers that seem 
to cascade down the foliage. I am especially 
looking forward to seeing our new ‘Dark 
Desire’ produce its amazing, large purplish 
black flowers that can seem to almost smoke 
and smoulder in morning or evening sun. 
Plant in gravel and back with the vivid 
purple Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna for a 
season of sumptuous summer splendour. 


Height/spread 90cm x 90cm. 

Origins Asia — this one is a garden cultivar. 
Conditions Full sun and well-drained soil. 
Season High summer onwards. 


+ Evolution Plants 

(mail order only) 

19a Lower South 

Wraxall, Bradford-on-Avon, 
Wiltshire BA15 2RU, UK. 
Tel 01225 867761, 
evolution-plants.com 

* Hardy’s Cottage 

Garden Plants 

Priory Lane 

Nursery, Freefolk Priors, 
Whitchurch, Hampshire 
RG28 7NJ, UK. Tel 01256 
896533, hardys-plants.co.uk 


Vary 


==Hardy’s Cottag 


VSKI/ GAP PHOTOS 


ELKE BOR} 


Saat 


BOB BROWN 
COTSWOLD GARDEN 
FLOWERS 


Choisya x dewitteana White 
Dazzler (='Londaz’) 
I know and love so many plants that it’s hard 


to pick a favourite. ’'m suspicious of really 
new plants but I’ve grown this Choisya since 
March 2010 so it combines almost newness 
with proper growing trials. It's adaptable 
(even growing in dry shade), shapely, has 
lovely evergreen foliage and flowers twice 
with big scented flowers. 


Height/spread 1m x 1m. 

Origins Central America (UK-bred cultivar). 
Conditions Easy. 

Season All year with peaks April — June 
and August — November. 


* Hortus Loci/Whitewater 
Nursery Hound Green, 
Hook, Hampshire RG27 
8LQ, UK. Tel 0118 932 6487, 
whitewaterplantcentre.co.uk 
* Jekka’s Herb Farm 

Rose Cottage, Shellards 
Lane, Alveston, Bristol 

Sela SSHG WK 
Tel 01454 418878, 
jekkasherbfarm.com 

* Knoll Gardens 

Stapehill Road, Hampreston, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 


dig in nurserymens favourites 


GAP PHOTOS 


OUSENS 


MARG C' 


4 CHRIS MARCHANT 
Mh ORCHARD DENE 


Physostegia virginiana ‘Vivid’ 

I love this more compact Physostegia with 
its vibrant rosy-purple flowers in tapering 
columns. It sits beautifully alongside Aster 
horizontalis or Ageratina ‘Chocolate’, as 
fresh, green foliage matures to add a dash 
of yellow and burgundy in the autumn. 
Its common name of the ‘obedience plant; 
refers in part to individual flowers craning 
round on central stalks in pursuit of sun. 
May also be pressed to hold a new angle. 


Height/spread 60cm x 35cm. 
Origins North American native. 


Conditions Any free-draining garden loan. 
Season Late July — October. 


7ND, UK. Tel 01202 873931, 
knollgardens.co.uk 

+ Kwekerij Hessenhof 
Hessenweg 41, 6718 TC Ede, 
the Netherlands. 

Tel +31 318 617334 

+ Orchard Dene Nurseries 
(wholesale only) 

Tel 01491 575075, 
orcharddene.co.uk 

+ Tinode Gardens 
Blessington, Co. Wicklow, 
Ireland. Tel +353 87 277 
0399, juneblake.ie 
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Exclusive garden tours Enchanting Gardens of Morocco 


Experience the delights of exotic North Africa as well as visiting stunningly different gardens. 
In Marrakech see the dramatic Majorelle Gardens once owned by Yves St. Laurent. 
In Taroudante, near Agadir, stay in a hotel set in over 15 acres 
of inspirational gardens. 


Book now 
Individual Holidays - 01753 892111 


All of this is included 
Return Flights from London. 
6 nights accommodation: 


Jardins de la Medina (8 nights) in Marrakech 
and Dar Al Hossoun (3 nights) in Taroudante 
on bed and breakfast basis, plus six dinners 
and four lunches. 


Knowledgeable tour leader throughout. 
Guided walking tour of Marrakech. 
Guided tour of unique Majorelle Garden. 


Visit to Ourika Valley with drive through 
Atlas Mountains, visiting La Roseraie. 


Guided tour of Dar Al Hossoun gardens, 
described as ‘Kew’s Desert Conservatory 
without a roof’. 


Garden visits in Taroudante. 


Departures from UK on 
Wednesday 19 March 
and Sunday 2 April 2014 
6 nights from £1,539 


per person 
Based on two sharing 


Individual sBABTA qc 


fo idays ABTA NoW5293 XG, 


Other tours available 


Madrid - gardens, palaces and tapas 
Italy - the gardens of Lakes Como and 
Maggiore 

Madeira - Flower Festival in Funchal 
Morocco - the enchanting gardens of 
Morocco 

France - Chateaux and gardens 

of the Loire 


..and many more... 


Garden tours to Spain, France, Madeira, Portugal, Italy, Caribbean and Morocco. WWwW.individual-holidaysgardentours.com 


Van den Berk - Genuine tree experiences 


Van den Berk trees can make any green dream a reality, 
from city garden to manor lane, from office park to 
market square. Van den Berk Nurseries offers an almost 
inexhaustible choice of trees. All are trees with stature, 


which immediately bring a space to life. Quality trees 
which offer the necessary green counterbalance and which 
create a harmonious picture. Trees which add atmosphere 
to your project and make everyone feel at home... 


Van den Berk 


Nurseries 
Boomkwekerijen Baumschulen Pépinigres 


Respect yourself 


Food writer and gardener 

Jojo Tulloh begins her new 
column, sharing tales of 

hard work and harvesting 

at her allotment in east London 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH 
ILLUSTRATION SARAH YOUNG 


dig in modern peasant 
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In January the most important thing a gardener can cultivate is themself. You 
may chafe at being stuck indoors but time spent thinking and planning is never 
wasted. With a stack of seed catalogues to hand it’s tempting to plunge straight 
into ordering, but before you splurge look back over the previous growing 
season. Which crops failed? Which varieties were tastiest? Which crops went 
uneaten and why? What can be done to make your plot more productive and 
your crops better fitted to the demands of your life? If you are short on time but 
keen on puddings and jams, then planting more berries, plums and apples 
might be a better use of your plot than vegetables that go straight to the 
compost. If you are away during August each year, then why not plant a main 
crop potato, such as ‘Pink Fir Apple’? Come September instead of a patch full 
of bloated marrows you will be rewarded with something worth harvesting. 


Take note 

When I got my allotment 13 years ago I bought an unruled A5 notebook and 
used it to scribble down when and what I planted. The pages are filled with 
rough, wobbly plans of beds and lists of jobs to do (a spring list reads: ‘cockles 
for paths, trim vine, prune fruit trees and raspberry canes, tidy up, digout > 


23 


dig in modern peasant 


“Keeping a record, however sketchy 
and intermittent, helps me to 
remember what I have done and sort 
out how I can do better in the future” 


[> compost’). I gave myself a tick when the jobs were done. It may seem childish 
but gardeners are often far too critical of themselves. There are records of crops 
harvested and what was done to them (one spring meal is of nettle pizza followed 
by rhubarb tart). At the end of the summer I always go back over the lists of seeds 
and write a little summary of what happened — ‘no show, forgot to sow, not great’; 
‘dug up potatoes by accident’; ‘thistles and dandelion clocks rampant’; ‘bindweed in 
the ascendant’ are some of the more depressing records. I also exhort myself to do 
better: ‘try harder with compost’; ‘sort out paths’; ‘stop shed from falling down’. 

The notebook slides between practicality and poetry, prompting memories of 
raspberries collected in a courgette leaf or a spring visit with an ‘apple showing 
pointed buds of grey moleskin tipped with red’ and forced rhubarb that ‘had a real 
sparkle to it’ the top ‘pink-and-white speckled like a blushing throat’. Later in the 
year there is a record of a gift from an allotment neighbour, Hazan, whose cupped 
hands came filled with apricots ‘sweet and still warm from the sun’. Keeping a 
record, however sketchy and intermittent, helps me to remember what I have done 
and sort out how I can do better in the future. It also forces me to stop and really 
see the garden, something that is easy to forget when time is short. 


A call to competence 

January is a very good time to set yourself the challenge of learning a new skill over 
the coming growing season. Whether the skills are based around the preservation of 
your produce (fermenting, pickling and salting) or work done in the garden 
(scything, natural beekeeping, grafting) for me one of the best things about the 
world of kitchen gardening is the chance to learn. In 1821 the pamphleteer and 
agitator William Cobbett wrote possibly the first self-sufficiency handbook, Cottage 
Economy. He did it to free the poorest in society from want by giving them the 
means to look after themselves. His book taught the average working man how to 
brew beer, keep cows and pigs, rear poultry and grow vegetables. His aim was that 
each be‘a skilful person, a person worthy of respect’. For Cobbett ‘competence is the 
foundation of happiness and of exertion’ — an ideal still worth striving for. 


Seeds of success 

Choosing vegetable seeds is hard. There is just too much on offer. In previous 
years I have tried to limit my choice by picking seeds from a specific country or 
using colour or pattern (freckled beans and lettuces) to guide me. I have had 
French, Italian and Japanese years — years in which I sowed crazy patchwork 
quilts of salad leaves, such as chicories like ‘Palla Rossa, “Treviso; ‘Castelfranco’ 
and ‘Grumulo’ (Verde and Rosso), the leafy turnip top ‘Cima di Rapa’ and broad 
bean ‘Lunga delle Cascine’ from Italy, or made parterre beds of silvery artichokes, 
dark red nasturtium ‘Empress of India and beetroot ‘Boltardy’— and other years 
when I let go and self-seeding poppies rampaged through the plot. On the right 


here I’ve listed some of my old favourites as well as a few possible new ones. 
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Seed suppliers 
This year Chiltern Seeds (chilternseeds.co.uk) 
empts me to grow the stringless bean ‘Cobra’ 
with its unusual mauve flowers on the same 
eepee as ‘Cosse Violette’ a dark purple- 
podding bean, with the heirloom marigold 
Calendula officinalis ‘Radio Extra Selected’ at 
he base. For structure | like the thought of a 
all, red-streaked Cardoon ‘Rouge d’Alger’ 
alongside rocambole (Allium scorodoprasum, 
serpent garlic). And, as a sourdough bread 
maker, the Hungarian Blue bread seed poppy 
(seeds are shaken out like salt from a salt 
cellar) looks like another new essential. 

For unusual and tasty summer and winter 
squash cultivars The Real Seed Catalogue 
(realseeds.co.uk) can't be beaten. | adore the 
warty yellow ‘Summer Crookneck’ squash 
(eats like a courgette) and for winter stores the 
pale acorn squash ‘Thelma Sanders Sweet 
Potato’ (almost too beautiful to eat), the dense 
and flavoursome dark green gnarly ‘Burgess 
Vine Buttercup’ and the striped green-skinned 
orange-fleshed Japanese pumpkin, ‘Hokkaido’ 

Italy has inclement weather to equal ours 
and is a good match for our growing 
conditions. Successful plots of Italian 
vegetables from Franchi (seedsofitaly.com) 
have included the gourmet’s choice borlotti 


‘Lamon’ and the courgette ‘Tromba d'Albenga’. 
If you want to sow something right now, try 
garlic ‘Bianco Veneto’ a soft-necked bulb from 
one of the wettest regions in Italy. 

| have long been a loyal customer of Edwin 
Tucker Seeds (edwintucker.com). As well as 
thousands of lettuce seeds (such as ‘Little 
Gem? ‘Drunken Woman’ and ‘Marvel of Four 
Seasons’), | also love its Asian vegetables, 
including ‘Red Giant’ and ‘Green-in-Snow’ 
mustards, Japanese bunching onions (‘Ishikura’) 
and the storing onion ‘Senshyu Yellow’ 


PROMOTIONAL FEATURE 


TOUR EUROPE'’S TOP 
CULTURAL HOTSPOTS 


Lake Como, St Moritz & the Bernina Express 


On this wonderfully varied tour we explore Lake Como, one of the most 
beautiful lakes in the world, plus some stunning icons of northern Italy and 
Switzerland: the amazing lakes of Maggiore and Lugano, the majestic Alps 
surrounding St Moritz and a fantastic rail journey on the Bernina Express; 
plus, Bellagio — Italy’s most beautiful village and Bergamo one of its finest 
medieval towns. Described by Wordsworth as ‘a treasure the earth keeps to 
itself’ and an inspiration for Verdi and Rossini, this region will captivate you. 


Fully escorted price includes: ¢ Visit to Lake Maggiore 
* Return flights from London Gatwick, * Guided tour of Bergamo, 
London Heathrow, Luton, London the loveliest medieval town 
Stansted, Birmingham, Bristol, in northern Italy 
Leeds/Bradford, East Midlands, ¢ Visit to Lugano 
Manchester, Edinburgh or Dublin + Lake cruise to stunning Bellagio, 
* Seven nights half-board, staying acknowledged as one of the most 
in four-star accommodation beautiful villages in Italy 
+ Visit to St Moritz in the heart of + Private visit to the enchanting 2 
the Swiss Alps Villa del Balbianello and its : == = SSS SS 
* Travel on the stunning Bernina memorable gardens Eight days half-board from only £799pp 
Express, one of the world’s most * Escorted by an experienced Selected departures April to October 2014 
spectacular railway journeys tour manager 


To view videos of these tours, visit our website at gairiviera.co.uk 


Lake Garda, Venice and Verona 


This tour is a wonderful blend of some of the finest sights in northern 
Italy. Firstly Lake Garda, where waves lap gently on the shingle shoreline, 
with its background of the snow-capped Dolomite mountains; then 
Venice, a unique city full of cultural delights such as the Doge’s Palace, 
St Mark’s Basilica and the Grand Canal; lastly, Verona, one of the most 
romantic cities you will ever find and so appropriate as the setting for 
Romeo and Juliet. 


Fully escorted price includes: Italy's largest lake 
* Return flights from London * Guided sightseeing tour of Verona - 
Gatwick, London Heathrow, the city of Romeo and Juliet 
London Stansted, Birmingham, « Tour of the Dolomites — with their 
Edinburgh, Leeds/Bradford, Bristol, dramatic alpine scenery 
Manchester or Dublin * Guided sightseeing tour of Venice, 7 : / ; 

* Seven nights in a choice of excellent perhaps the most unique city We Ses a8) B Me Bs, 
quality three or four-star hotels with onearth Eight days half-board from only £599pp 
breakfast and dinner * Escorted by an experienced Selected departures April to October 2014 

* Tour of beautiful Lake Garda — tour manager 


To request a brochure call 01283 523414 or to book go to gairiviera.co.uk 


Terms and conditions Holidays are organised by, and subject to the booking conditions of, Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton upon Trent DE141SP, 
and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 and ATOL 3430 protected. Per-person prices are based on two people sharing atwin room. Single rooms and optional 
insurance available ata supplement. Booking is direct with Riviera Travel. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. 
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From left 1'Glasé and wire Bell cloche 18 diameter x 25cm h, £19.99 from 
Crocus 0844 557 2244, crocus.co.uk. 2 10-litre watering can in ‘gooseberry, 
£32 from Garden Trading 0845 608 4448, gardentrading.co.uk. 3 Woven 
bamboo tunnel cloche 1m x 40cm h x 45cm w, £20 from Gifts & Gardens 
01279 842685, giftsandgardens.com. 4 Chase barn cloche wire framework 
(glass not included) £12 from Hibbitt of Oswestry 01691 656152, hibbitt.co.uk. 


¢ renee ahead for sol eB Prior to sowing sedde = 


your.needs 


—— 


5 Traditional Victorian-style seedling long cloche 92cm x 32cnvh x 29cm w, 
£79.99 from'CrocuS as before: 6 Mini greenhouse cloche tunnel 104cm | 

x 30cm h x 38cm w, £19.95 from Harrod Horticultural 0845 4025300, 
harrodhorticultural.com. 7 Four-panelled hinged cloche, acrylic with 
wooden frame painted in chic ‘French gray; folds flat to store when not 

in use. 90cm | x 40cm h, £75 from Sparrow & Finch 01892 861202, 


DoS 
2 i a 
Pate ed 


sparrowandfinch.co.uk’8 Large lily cloche'59.5cm | x 29cm h x 28.5cm w, 
£69.99 from Crocus as before. 9 High barn ‘AcryliCloche’ 1m | x 29cm h x 
40cm w (also available in alow barn version and a variety of lengths), 
£44.50 from Posh Cloche 01590 671380, poshcloche.co.uk. 10 Corrugated 
acrylic panel with metal frame ‘longrow super cloche’1.15m | x 25.5cm h x 
47cm w, £34.95 from Harrod Horticultural as before. 11 Rabbit-proof wire 


dig in shop front 


cloches 40 square cm x 44cm h, £19.99 from Crocus, as before. 12 Oval 
trug in ‘clay’ £20’nd 30cm vegetable 13 plant markers in ‘gooseberry’ £12 
for six, both from Garden Trading as before. 14 Seed and plant spacing ruler 
with dibber £25.95, 15 small paper potter £12.95 and 15 antiqued garden 
line £16.95, all from The Worm That Turned 0844 573 8644, worm.co.uk. 
* Shot on location at Tormarton Court, with kind permission. 
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~in brief ¢ 

* » Name Greyhounds. 
What Anglo-Irish romantic garden. + 
Where Burford, Oxfordshire. 
Size 12 acres on a sloping site. 
Soil Cot: limestone, 
very free 

~Climate Wint 

Cotswolds but fhe soil drains well’ 
Points of interest An orchard of. 
ancient apple trees, vint: ts 
and views across the river.va 7 : 


~~ 
4 
The irregular Cotswold li 
flagged path and walls are filled “a 
with self-sown Corydalis lutea. 


Cotswold garden 


; 


A 


xe) 
To) 
°. 
o 
o 
To 
ra 
re) 
~ 
© 
) 
k= 
J 
o Ut 
Oc 
Ya) 
Sam 
} Sic 
00 
SS 
es 
oO oO 
= + 
vO sO 
aa 
Ook 
Biss 
en 
a 
Bi 
rex 
2.5 
hat 
2 
thy 


Ree 


‘facade and ehjoy an 


wing, 
hitectural detailing . * 


are 


borders eplivéned by traditional 


~ 


— 


ARY KEEN RHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


Michael Taubenheim (left) and Christopher 
Moore with their canine companion, Beetle. 


urford in the Cotswolds has houses 

of honey-coloured stone, where the rich 
merchants who made money from wool 
contrived to make each building lovelier than 
the last. The main street falls to a bridge over 
the River Windrush and tourists flock to one 
of England’s most beautiful medieval towns. 

In Sheep Street a calm late Georgian 
facade fronts an earlier gabled building with a 
courtyard. Greyhounds started as a rich man’s 
house, then became a coaching inn and finally 
a Temperance Hotel in the late 19th century. 
When the offices of the Countryman (the 
ubiquitous magazine devoted to celebrating 
the countryside) occupied the building the 
door was left open for passers-by to visit the 
long burgage plot behind the classical facade. 
Although the garden is no longer open 
(except for local causes) the present owners 
have restored it to a dream of timelessness. 

Once through the street door, light floods 
the hall, revealing the garden beyond. Flights 
of rising stone steps lead from one level to 
another, until they are replaced by lawns with 
generous borders and finally by a grassy space 
at the top, where relic orchard trees guard a 
view over stone-tiled roofs to the valley slopes 
of the Windrush. A mulberry is draped in [> 


Top left Drystone walls divide sections of the 
garden, where the borders are filled with self-sown 
Hesperis matronalis, Geranium sanguineum and 
Onopordum acanthium, the giant silver thistle. 


Top right The former croquet lawn is flanked by 
deep borders articulated by buxus clumps leading 
to the garden cottage with a view across the valley. 
Bottom left The area beneath the old walnut tree 
brims with Geranium x oxonium f. thurstonianum 
and Geranium pratense ‘Plenum Violaceum’ 
Bottom right Under the venerable apple trees in 
the upper orchard, wild areas are planted with 
swathes of Leucanthemum vulgare — ox-eye daisies. 
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Garden artefacts 


Metal watering cans (top) on the steps 
of the tea house are heavy to use and 
often spring unmendable leaks, but 
their charm is undeniable. 


Stone troughs (top) are found in every 
Cotswold farmyard. They make good 
containers for plants, or water, or piled with 
logs look like an old fireplace. Jonathan 
Barton near Cirencester usually has a good 
selection. Email antiquesjbarton@aol.com 


Seakale pots and rhubarb forcers 
(middle), like small towers in the long grass, 
can be pressed into service for the tiny 
vegetable patch near the potting shed. 
Modern versions of these can be bought 
from Whichford Pottery (whichford 
pottery.com), north of Burford. 


Victorian garden cloches (see previous 
page) can still be found at a price. 
Petersham Nurseries in London sometimes 
has them, and they also pop up on eBay. 
Replicas can be found at crocus.co.uk too. 


lron park fencing (bottom) left unpainted 
adds to the patina of a place. Stonebank 
near Northleach in Gloucestershire 

still makes estate fencing to order. Visit 
stonebank-ironcraft.co.uk 


[> a Banksia rose, while an ancient apple 
frames the scene beyond. It is a garden that 
hangs in the head after you leave, especially 
the places where you might sit for ever. 

Buildings matter: the garden cottage 
where once artists Duncan Grant and Vanessa 
Bell stayed, is now let to friends. The potting 
shed has clay pots on shelves and a tea room 
has a fireplace and fine architectural detailing 
salvaged from long gone Irish buildings. The 
owners are great collectors and appreciate all 
things beautiful. Michael Taubenheim and 
Christopher Moore are well matched. Michael 
likes symmetry and balance; Christopher, 
who is involved in the conservation of Irish 
houses, likes romance and a blurring of the 
edges. He is the plantsman and travels often 
to Ireland to lecture in Fine Arts and, on his 
return, brings plants from friends. “I love the 
memories,” he says, pointing to a Salvia 
guaranitica from Helen Dillon. 

When they moved to Greyhounds in 
1999, the garden had typical Arts and Crafts 
paving on the series of terraces that lead the 
visitor up the garden. Crazy paving has a [> 
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Cotswold garden 


A flagstone path Téads up\from the cotirtyard 
flanked by a deep border filled with soft mounds 
of plants and self=sown hollyhocks and foxgloves. 


Seakale pots nestle in the 


long grasses of the orchard. 


Although the border planting is on a 
large scale, the garden is not a place for 
showing off, but more a place for being 


> bad name for tiny machine-cut pieces but 
this is generous irregular slabs of limestone, 
with Erigeron karvinskianus growing in the 
cracks. “It barely survives the winters,” 
Michael says, but there seem to be plenty 

of seedlings to blur the edges. 

The garden is cold and dry and while the 
borders are fulsome, individual plants lack the 
grand scale associated with their Hibernian 
origins. Christopher is collecting Japanese 
hydrangeas to take to the house he is restoring 
in Co Kilkenny, where the soil is damp. He has 
a collection of phloxes in Oxfordshire that 
came from famous Irish gardens, but they 
too sulk a bit, so may make the journey home 
before long. Further up the garden, ferns are 
surrounded by box where damp conditions 
are encouraged by a trickle of water, which 
looks more like Kilkenny than Cotswolds. 

“Colours are not that organised,” 
Christopher says, waving at the large border. 
Shapes and verticals matter more to him than 
colour and there are plenty of tall plants. He 
particularly likes the misty blue of Cicerbita 
plumieri, a rare perennial and long-flowering 
form of soft blue double cranesbill. He wants 
to add the great candelabra verbascum, which 
he’s seeen at nearby Asthall Manor. Although 
the border planting is on a large scale, the 
garden is not a place for showing off, but 
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more a place for being. Everything at 
Greyhounds has a sense of rightness. It looks 
settled and as though it had all been there for 
years. Some plants, such as hollyhocks, have 
indeed survived for decades. Others, such as 
the cyclamen, Anemone apennina that 
Christopher loves, have naturalised. Self- 
seeders are encouraged everywhere. 

Garden artefacts — watering cans on the 
steps of the tea house, seakale pots in long 
grass — provide a sharper focus in the gentle 
surroundings of the plants. And everywhere 
untamed box billows. “I love it unclipped,” 
Christopher says, although he does want to 
cut some on the street side into informal 
cloudy shapes. I asked about box disease. 
They had a little outbreak a few years back, 
but after clipping away the bad bits and giving 
the plants a good feed they recovered. 

The help they have is minimal — a day 
a fortnight keeps things ticking while 
Christopher is in Ireland, which is often, but 
the place is so beautiful in its relaxed dreamy 
way, that only the fiercest of horticultural 
paragons could ever find it wanting. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Groups are welcome by appointment. 
Contact cmoorespdec@gmail.com. 


key plants at 
Greyhounds 


1 Cicerbita plumieri 

Astatuesque sow thistle with true blue 
dandelion flowers that carry on for 
months in summer. It grows well in sun or 
shade and does not mind dry conditions. 
60-90cm. USDA 5a-9bt. 


2 Crambe cordifolia 

Foamy sprays of scented white flowers sit 
above large leaves in June. Fine in sun or 
shade, but it can be attacked by flea 
beetle and clubroot. Slugs love it in spring. 
1.5-2.5m. AGM* RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


3 Corydalis lutea 

A plant that colonises damp places with 
its ferny leaves and yellow flowers that 
look best against a background of stone. 
15-30cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


4 Gladiolus communis subsp. 
byzantinus 

In need of a place in the sun, this slender 
magenta Mediterranean is lovely in May 
when the tulips fade. 50cm-1m. AGM. 
RHS H5, USDA 5a-10b. 


5 Buxus sempervirens 

This old English hedge remains a 
favourite evergreen. Disease has been a 
worry in the wet, but unclipped it is more 
resistant. 4-8m. RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 


6 Geranium pratense ‘Plenum 
Caeruleum’ 

This old-fashioned-looking double form 
of the meadow cranesbill has small 
flowers and is happiest in good soil. 
60-90cm. USDA 4a-9b. 


7 Hesperis matronalis 

A cottage-garden favourite with scented 
white or pink flowers. Easy to grow and 
self seeds. 90-120cm. USDA 4a-9b. 


8 Lilium pyrenaicum 

Turkscap lilies love lime, good drainage 
and endure shade. Comes in shades from 
white to purple and when happy will seed. 
Lily beetle can be a nuisance. 1-1.5m. 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-10a. 


9 Valeriana officinalis 

Not Centranthus, commonly known as 
valerian, but a pale pink-white, strangely 
scented plant loved by butterflies. 
Flowers in summer and prefers damp soil. 
1.2-1.8m. USDA 4a-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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in brick. 


What A.private, family garden designed for 
outdoor. lounging, dihing, and play. Be 
Where Northern California, on the Sain. 4 
Francisco Peninsula. 
Size 4,000 square metrési, 

“Climate Cool, moderately re rainy winters, 
hot; dry summers. ; ie yl 
Soil'Heavy clay, ameliotated with sand ‘and Siganic ie 
compost to improve drainage. = My " Sy : 
Special features Linden allée with wall fountain, awe” 
edged with hawthorn, bay laurel; and lavender, 
fireside lounge and dining court, sunkenpool terrace. 


Californian garden 
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Répeated swathes OF Lavandula x‘intermedia - 
“Proverice’ link theformality ‘of the lawn, 
dined with bay laurel; to the wilder edges of 

the garden planted with:oaks:and hawthorns. 


ften, it is when their children reach 
a certain age that many couples begin to 
feel the longing for a more grown-up 
garden. For Stephen and Maryan Ackley 
that point came seven years ago when their 
twin daughters Kate and Lucie turned ten, 
and their son Charlie, nine. As Stephen 
says, “It was time to snap things up.” 

Over the years the Ackleys had added to 
their house in Atherton, California, 29 miles 
south of San Francisco, but had done little to 
the accompanying plot of land. Although the 
house is just minutes away from a populous 
suburb, the garden of more than 4,000 square 
metres, set back from an oak-lined road, gave 
the house a secluded feel. But aside from 
some oaks of its own, the garden was little 
more than a curvy lawn, hot brick patio and 
scrap of perimeter hedge. 

It was also an awkward shape; like a 
drunken trapezoid that rolled tipsily downhill. 
It needed discipline — straight lines of walls 
and crisp-steps of terraces — especially if the 
Ackleys were going to include all the features 
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they wanted: a swimming pool, a large lawn 
that could be used for ball games, and 
intimate outdoor dining and living areas near 
the house all edged with peaceful plantings. 

Stephen, who calls himself “a modernist 
at heart,” was drawn to the work of Andrea 
Cochran, a San Francisco-based landscape 
architect known for the clean geometries of 
her designs. Andrea and her associate, Emily 
Rylander, who managed the project, were 
equally impressed by Stephen. “He knows 
what he likes,” says Emily, “and thinks of 
every detail, which played a big part in what 
we were able to do there.” 

As Emily toured the garden with 
Stephen, he outlined his goals for outdoor 
destinations, requested certain plants — citrus 
and herbs for cooking; lavender to cut and 
dry — and was very specific about wanting to 
use a predominantly green-and-white palette 
ina rich array of different tones and textures. 

Stephen had a very specific stone in 
mind for the paving — Wisconsin pewter 
limestone — and a specific plaster shade [> 


Stone walls and hedges 
selectively obscure what lies 
beyond but allow glimpses 
of tantalising details 


Above Steps made from the same pale Wisconsin 
pewter limestone as the path and the wall 
effortlessly link the different levels of the garden. 


OPPOSITE 


Top left Low-level box enclosures, filled with tall 
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight’ provide a subtle 
delineation between the lawn and the linden allée. 


Top right A trio of Ginkgo biloba ‘Autumn Gold’ rise 
up from blue-grey gravel that echoes the pale 
purple of Lavandula x intermedia ‘Provence’ 


Right Clouds of Hebe pinguifolia ‘Sutherlandii’ peep 
up from limestone walls and create a natural barrier 
between the hot tub and pool. 


Californian garden 
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PRIN See % 
PPT > ater ee M 
‘A black-quartz fountain< * 
me rovides a tranquil wall of- 
“= water and a stunning focal 
™ point for an allée of Tilia 
Cordata ‘Greenspire’ 


[> —‘Mediterranean Blue’ — for his as yet 
unbuilt pool. As their meeting concluded, 
says Emily, “He produced a binder of 
pictures that showed the feeling he wanted.” 
The images included landscapes by the 
Spanish garden-maker Fernando Caruncho 
and Belgian Jacques Wirtz, along with shots 
of tree allées and layered hedges. 

Inspired by these, and by the challenge of 
creating order amid irregular perimeters and 
topography, Andrea and Emily began by 
boosting privacy. They extended existing 
Pittosporum tenuifolium hedges to create a 
solid wall along one edge and along another 
replaced a line of weedy acacias with 
California live oaks (Quercus agrifolia) that 
echoed the trees of the neighbouring property 
and so helped enlarge the garden’s visual 
reach. Within these border, they establishing 
sight lines from indoor rooms to help shape 
and connect outdoor spots. 

To suggest a quiet, decompression zone 
from the street to the house’s front door, they 
replaced a circular drive with a sheltered walk 
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bordered by linden trees and screened this 
entrance from the road with a freestanding 
fountain that creates a wall of water. The rest 
of the property was divided into two main 
zones: a rectangular, 38m lawned area for 
ball games, which is bordered by hawthorns, 
bay laurels, citrus and lavender, and a more 
‘adult area that encompasses the pool and 
outdoor lounging and dining spots. 

The problems posed by the garden’s 
natural slope were solved by flattening 
separate areas at different levels that 
followed the garden’s natural contours. 
The playing field sits higher than the 
garden’s other half, conjuring views that 
unfold, in Stephen’s words, “in a sequence 
of surprises”. 

Without cutting off distant oaks or blue 
sky, low stone walls and hedges of Prunus 
caroliniana selectively obscure what lies 
beyond while allowing glimpses of a slice 
of water here or a cloud of white magnolia 
there. Tantalising details emerge: en route 
from the lawn to the pool, a trio of ginkgo 


A sheltered walk bordered 
by linden trees is screened 
from the road with a 
freestanding fountain 


GARDEN PLAN 


1 Lavender hillside 


2 Lawn 9 Swimming pool 
3 Ginkgos 10 Dining area 

4 Fireplace 11 Hot tub 

5 House Ae" _ 12 Fireplace 

6 Lindenallée 13 Guest 

7 Water wall 14 Gai ag 


trees floats up from a gravel carpet below a 
set of steps; the reverse side of a stone wall 
reveals a sculptural fireplace anchoring the 
dining area. Stephen’s favourite grade change 
involves the pool, which, instead of tucking 
into a more predictable (and secluded) 
enclosure, drops to a lower level from 
surrounding decks, giving it the look of a 
sunken pond edged with plane trees. The 
hot tub and a cube-shaped firepit perch 
above it, offering yet another overlook. 

As often happens in Andrea’s work, 
plants are massed for graphic effect. A 
wash of silver-green hebe ripples beside the 
pool; boxwood, sheared in waves, creates 
soft shoulders for paths. From a distance, 
even the blooming lavender rises like a 
three-dimensional mist between hedges. 

Repeated plantings — prunus, oaks, 
hydrangeas — lend unity to the composition. 
So does the motif of stone, although it’s used 
differently in different spots — saw-cut and 
honed for paving, split-faced and stacked for 
walls. The sound of water is another theme, 


8 Gravel parking space 


from the quiet entry fountain to the splash 
of jets into the pool. It’s not surprising 

that with a garden offering so much to 
delight all the senses, the Ackley family 
often gathers there — for weekend sports 
and swims, and nightly fireside dinners. 
Subtle lighting adds magic after dark, and 
the seasons bring their own subtle changes: 
hellebores in spring, roses in summer and 
an autumn blaze of ginkgo leaves. 

Stephen, who supervised the placement 
of every tree, didn’t quite foresee how the 
garden would change the family’s lives. “Ten 
months of the year,” he says, “we’re out there 
together constantly.” And for that, at least in 
part, he has his children to thank. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Andrea Cochran Landscape 
Architecture, 325 Third Street, 

No. 210, San Francisco, CA 94107, USA. 
Tel +1 415 503 0060. 

Website acochran.com 


Californian garden 


Walls that whisper 


There's a trick to using landscape walls 
suggestively, to imply spatial boundaries 
without cutting off light and air outside. 
Andrea Cochran and her associate Emily 
Rylander are particularly adept at the use 
of partial partitions — squared-off 
buttresses of stone or hedging — to craft 
open-plan gardens that balance intimacy 
with flow, mystery with practicality. The 
walls may be freestanding or might be 
part of a larger hardscape design linking 
different elements of a single outdoor 
space. In the Ackleys’ garden a wall 
separating the two main areas is part 
sheared hedge, part stone; not so high it 
blocks a view of the pool from the lawn but 
high enough to keep the areas separate. 
Several walls also serve two purposes. A 
partition wall, smooth on one side, holds a 
fireplace hearth on the other. A low wall 
marking the transition from outdoor 
cooking zone to spa garden doubles as 
an outdoor seat or a place to rest a drink. 
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In brief, \ \ 


Nanve Daf al Hossoun. 


part of a Moroccan hotel.and spa. 

Where Near Taroudant, southern Morocc 
Size 6,500 square metres. 

Soil Silty loam. 

Climate Semi-desert, summer temperatures 
up to 50°C, 200mm average annual rainfall. 
Features Enclosed garden, sunken garden, 
rare and unusual plants from arid situations. 


Moroccan garden 


A hotel garden near the ancient town of Taroudant, southern Morocco, 
is filled with such a stunning array of palms, agaves, succulents 


and cacti that every turn fills the eye with exotic delight 
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n this garden, unlike in any other, I can 
be an egotistical gardener. Here plants grow 
so well and so quickly that we are not 
planting for future generations, we are 
planting for the here and now.’ I am at Dar 
al Hossoun in southern Morocco and the 
garden’s owner, energetic Frenchman Ollivier 
Verra, is excitedly showing me around the 
lush plantings that shade and cool the 
garden’s maze of courtyards. 

The gardens were originally the home of 
French design duo Arnaud Mauriéres and 
Eric Ossart, who created the garden as a trial 
ground for desert plants they had collected in 
remote parts of Yemen, Mexico, North Africa 
and other arid regions. Some of the plants are 
rare in cultivation and many are only ever 
seen in botanic gardens. They built the house 
with rammed-earth bricks, inspired by a 
traditional Moroccan riad, with the buildings 
enclosing a secret garden. The formal pools 
and graphic geometry evoke Moorish 
gardens, such as the Generalife in Grenada, 
but the design is soothed by the exuberant 
planting and the softness of the earth walls, 


BOTTOM ROW 


which create the sense of a garden deeply 
anchored in the landscape. It is hard to 
believe it is only ten years old. 

Four years ago Ollivier bought the 
house together with business partner Thierry 
Valat, to run as a hotel. “It felt like a heavy 
responsibility to be taking on such an 
important collection of plants and such a 
beautiful garden,” he says. “Arnaud and Eric 
held my hand all the way and continue to 
support my gardening. I’m finally beginning 
to feel like the garden is mine.” 

The last area that Arnaud and Eric 
developed was a sunken garden. “Four years 
ago this was a deep, dark hole,” explains 
Ollivier. “It looked like a swimming pool 
that had been too expensive to finish.” In 
fact, the area had been used to dig the soil 
for the rammed-earth buildings. It is now 
the centrepiece of the riad’s garden. 

The path that edges the sunken garden is 
enclosed by a low, rammed-earth wall, 1.5m 
tall and a narrow, barely visible, iron safety 
rail, draped with morning glory, that 
surrounds the top of the garden. From this [> 


Right Groups of Pennisetum setaceum are planted among the glaucous 


leaves of large specimens of Agave tequilana. 


Middle Roofs act as terraces that provide views down on to the gardens. 
The central courtyard is dominated by date palms, Phoenix dactylifera. 


Far right The 3m stems of Agave parryi appear every ten years or so but 


reach their full height within a few weeks. 


46 


= 
a) 
S 
Sy 
= 
S 
1s) 
CG 
= 
= 


mm 


£ 
FA 
oO 
g 
i) 
x wn 
F 
a) 
wn 
o. 
2 
‘= 
i 
a 
7 
© 
A) 
> 
E 


} 
s) 


a 


iwhout the gal : t 
Spiky forms of cacti andis' 


\ 


s 
° 
= 
= 
E=) 
no} 
o 
3 
2 


a 


v 


rden’to soften 
\ i} 


The designers 


Arnaud Mauriéres and Eric Ossart are two designers whose dynamism and creativity 


continues to have a significant impact on garden and landscape designers, particularly in 
France. In the late 1980s and early 1990s their loose, informal planting schemes for the town 
of Blois transformed municipal planting in France. During the 1990s Ossart expanded this 
work as head of horticulture at the garden design festival at Chaumont-sur-Loire, while 
Mauriéres influenced young designers as art director of the exhibition ‘LArt du Jardin’ and 

at his own landscape school on the French Riviera. 


The pair have designed important gardens in the west and south of France that show the 
influence of their interest in Moorish art and architecture. Their planting schemes favour local 
plants or those from regions with similar soils and climates. Regional construction techniques 
and materials are used both for aesthetic reasons and for environmental sustainability. The 
formal geometry of their gardens is always allied with exuberant planting. 

They cite the colourful, “emotional architecture” of Mexican architect Luis Barragan as an 
important influence. They are currently involved in projects throughout the world. 

* For more examples of the designers’ work, visit www.maurieres-ossart.com 


[> vantage point you look out over a canopy 
of banana trees, date palms, and papaya trees, 
with pale-blue, tissue-paper flowers of 
Solanum wrightii floating by, and there is 

the sensation of being in a hot-air balloon. 

The interior of the garden is reached 
down shallow steps through narrow stone 
terraces, planted with domes of succulents 
and cacti — agaves, Ferocactus and 
Coryphantha — some with gaudy flowers on 
top of their unwelcoming spikes. Among the 
most beautiful of the agaves is Agave victoriae- 
reginae, with a distinctive white edging on the 
leaf keels, seed of which was collected in the 
Chihuahuan Desert in Mexico. Towering 
above the domes are spires of even spikier 
cacti. These are plants unfamiliar to me but 
the discrete labels tell me that they are species 
of Pilosocereus and of Isolatocereus. 

Finally, you reach the cool shady floor 
of the garden, a narrow path leading 
around, pushing through curtains of the 
racemes of Buddleja asiaticum or past the 
huge leaves of bananas, the atmosphere 
jungle-like and exotic. Look up through 


BOTTOM ROW 


the silhouette of palm leaves and mimosas 
and you see a patchwork of the deep-blue 
Moroccan sky; look down and there are 
flashes of colour from Clivia and Crinum 
and you hear the soft murmur of leaves 
disturbed by foraging tortoises. All other 
sound is dulled by the 3m-deep soil walls 
that also serve to keep the garden cool. It is 
a place in which to linger. 

Ollivier is rightly besotted with his 
tranquil paradise. “As I child I would 
watch with pity as my grandmother would 
wander around her garden,” he says. “Now I 
do the same. I finally understand that each 
day in a garden there is something new to 
experience. Every day this garden offers 
new delights. And every day I appreciate 
the magic and beauty of this place.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Dar al Hossoun Garden Lodge and 
Spa, BP 1157, Taroudant 83000, Morocco. 
Tel +212 6 65 02 82 74. 

Website alhossoun.com 


Right The shallow terraces that lead to the floor of the sunken garden are planted 
with aloes, agaves and the spires of Pilosocereus cacti species. 


Middle Stone for the walls that retain the terraces was collected locally while the 
walls that form the terrace overlooking the sunken garden are made with rammed 


earth from the garden itself. 


Far right The leaves of bananas and papaya trees shade the floor of the sunken 
garden and provide cool areas for crinums and clivias to grow. 
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In brief 


What Hardy exotic plants that can 
overwinter in UK gardens at low ' 
temperatures. 
Origins Varied, but includes both . 
semi-tropical areas of South Asia and 
the drier, more arid parts of South * 
, f ‘ 
America and Australia. 
Season Varies. Most have evergreen foliage 
and flower from May through to late autumn. ay 
Size Everything from small shrubs and ferns 0 j 
to tall chusan palms and gunneras with leaves 
the size of a small car. 6 
Conditions Will survive cold winter 
conditions, ire a sheltered 
a tree or shrub. } @ 
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exotics - 


Ifyou thought needed a heated greenhousejto en 
touch of the ex IC, think again — a whole hostot 
warmer climes will survive thegfitostiest winter Outside 

- ® 


WORDS NICK MACER PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 
sal r 


njoy a 


Nick Macer runs 
Pan-Global Plants, 
a specialist plant 


plant profile hardy exotics 


xotic. What does that word mean to 

you? There was a time in the early 

17th century when the horse chestnut 
was an utterly exotic must-have, new 
introduction. With its large compound 
palmate foliage and extravagant flower heads, 
it’s not too hard to see why it was considered 
exotic looking compared to other trees in 
cultivation at that time. Yet because of its 
ubiquity for so long many people now regard 


nursery in the 
Severn Valley of 
Gloucestershire 


it, quite wrongly, as a native. Things have 
moved on over the past 400 years and the 
modern gardener has an embarrassment of 
riches to choose from, with tens of thousands 
of introduced plants from all over the world 
available in British nurseries alone. In reality 
all these intruders from afar are of course 
exotic to our shores, whether they look 
particularly ‘exotic’ or not. But to me the 
word exotic conjures up an image of bold 
foliage and striking form; of voluptuous 
flowers scented of the tropics and of plants 
that look as though they shouldn’t be hardy 
in our gardens. These are plants that set the 
blood racing, that lift you from the mood 
of the northern temperate flora, lovely as 

it is, and add a kick that startles, wakes you 
up and says “Look at me!’ 


CAUTLEYA SPICATA ‘ROBUSTA’ 
Related to ginger lilies this combines 
lush foliage on multiple pseudostems 
with striking terminal flower spikes; 
the deep garnet-red bracts contrast 
with orange-yellow flowers 


It all itt i ti 
in October. One of the toughest of nay beallvery yell prowing cxoue 


plants during the frost-free, summer 
months, but unless you have the resources — 
let alone the inclination — to overwinter 


all gingers and suited to a semi- 
shaded site in good soil. 
1m (high), gently spreading. 


your treasures in heated accommodation, 
the exotic plants in your garden need to be 
hardy. How hardy will depend on several 
factors — the location of your garden, its soil, 
exposure, aspect, rainfall — but there are 
several exotic-looking plants that most of 
us can grow permanently outside. 

[like to use hardy exotics to contrast with 
plants of a more delicate texture and form. 
The juxtaposition of a drift of fine grasses, 
such as Eragrostis, with the striking leaves of 


*Holds an Award 
of Garden Merit 


from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 


given where available. 


a Tetrapanax or Euphorbia x pasteurii really 
sets each plant off and helps the more 
visually arresting exotic sit more easily in [> 
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[> our temperate gardens. The idea of 
jamming gardens full of exotic looking 
plants at the expense of more temperate 
flora is, I think, a mistake, but used 
wisely the two can, and should, work 
harmoniously together. Indeed there are 
many cold-temperate plants, the giant 
Rheum for example, that are as visually 
bold as exotics anyway. 

So often it is our prejudice or 
ignorance that stops us from trying or 
enjoying something exotic. A well-known 
designer recently told me that the hardy 
chusan palm, Trachycarpus fortunei, was 
just too exotic looking to look ‘right in an 
English garden. Used unwisely I would 
agree, but when you travel to the 
temperate regions of Asia and see 
Trachycarpus species in their wild homes, 
growing alongside oaks, maples, cherries, 
pears, whitebeams and cornus you cannot 
help but take a more balanced view. 
Context is also hugely important; a single 
chusan palm in an English meadow will 
look silly; in an urban space surrounded 
by buildings it’s a whole different ball 
game, especially if you plant three. 

The list of hardy to semi-hardy exotics 
you can grow in cool-temperate gardens 
is vast so ve confined myself here to some 
of my favourites. There are exotics for all 
niches within the garden, from blue- 
leaved, trunk-forming yuccas and Chilean 
epiphytic bromeliads to tree ferns, hardy 
bananas and gunneras with leaves the size 
of a small car — and all can be grown 
permanently outside with a little care. 

When thinking about exotics, don’t 
forget the large-leaf rhododendrons or the 
mountain-dwelling cordylines with their 
truly awesome rosettes of foliage, so 
impressive I have considered them — since, 
as a student, I saw some magnificent old 
specimens growing in Northern Irish 
gardens — the most exotic-looking plant 
we can grow within these Isles. I even 
found a new species of dahlia in the 
mountains of Mexico a few years ago, 
which is soon to be officially described, 
and which possess such excellent, large, 
compound foliage that I regard it as a must 
for the exotic garden. If you look beyond 
your average garden centre or nursery the 
true wealth of our available garden flora 
becomes apparent at specialist nurseries 
spread far and wide throughout the UK. 

+ Nick's recommendations for hardy 
exotics continues over the next six pages. 
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TRACHYCARPUS WAGNERIANUS 
Japanese dwarf-leaved species closely related 
to T. fortunei. Plants vary in the size of foliage, 
but all are more tolerant of wind than the 
common chusan palm. Huge creamy flower 
heads May — June. 6m x 2m. USDA 7b-9bt. 


PAN-GLOBAL PLANTS 


EUPHORBIA X PASTEURII 

‘PHRAMPTON PHATTY’ 

Like E. mellifera on steroids and hardier to boot. 
This hybrid with E. stygiana makes a bold, ever- 
green shrub for foliage effect, with broad heads 
of honey-scented flowers in spring. 2m x 3m. 


PHYLLOSTACHYS VIVAX F. AUREOCAULIS 
Vigorously growing bamboo; but rhizomes are 
easily kept in place with a root barrier. Worth 
the effort for the tall, thick (up to 6cm), warm 
yellow culms with random slim, green stripes. 
6m. USDA 7a-10a. 


MAGNOLIA DELAVAYI 
Best set against a wall, this evergreen shrub or 
tree has sea-green, matt foliage and scented, 


parchment-coloured flowers that open over a 
long period on summer and autumn evenings. 
6m x 4m (or less). USDA 8a-9b. 


ants, 
IK winter of 2010. 


me palmate foliage 


with a dusting of white and expands 
form many narrow leaflets. A large 
shrub for a sheltered site. 5m x 3m. 
AGM* USDA 9b-10a. 
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om 
CRINUM X POWETLLII tBu’ 


Usually grown as the inferior pink form, 
this fa@more unusual pure-white flowered 
cultivar is more refined with elegant, 
Hippeastrum-like flowers August Z 
September abeve long, broad A glossy, 
deep-green, strap-like foliage'th: 


at arches 
out from the clump. Tough as old boots 
in my experience. 1m x 1m. AGM. USDA 8a-11. 


TETRAPANAX PAPYRIFER ‘REX’ 

Striking woody plant that forms a suckering 
cluster of stems holding horizontal, 
corrugated, deeply lobed, deciduous foliage 
of huge proportions. Great improvement on 
the old clone in cultivation. 3-4m. AGM. 


HEDYCHIUM COCCINEUM ‘TARA’ 

One of the first ginger lilies to flower in 
northern gardens, generally in September. 
Grey-green foliage, like a ladder up the 
pseudostems, is topped by exotic-looking, 
fragrant, vivid-orange flower heads. 1.5m. 


MELIANTHUS MAJOR 

Bold, pale blue-grey pinnate foliage; leaflets 
have saw-toothed edges. In milder areas it 
overwinters its stems and produces 
chocolate-red terminal flower spikes in 
spring. 1.5m x 1.5m. AGM. RHS H3?. 


ARUNDO DONAX ‘MACROPHYLLA’ 
Sometimes mistaken for a bamboo, this reed 
has tall, semi-evergreen clumps of thick 


upright culms bearing broad, semi-pendulous, 


blue-grey-green tapering foliage. Best cut to 
the ground each spring. 4m x 2m. 
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Changing climates 


Understanding the microclimates 
within your garden is the key to success 
for growing hardy exotics — as is an 
understanding of what each individual 
species needs to thrive. There is little 
point planting an agave in cold, wet clay 
in the middle of an open garden, when a 
rocky, free-drained bed near a wall 
would be far more suitable. Similarly, 
the evergreen Chilean fern Blechnum 
chilense is not going to thrive in a hot, 
dry, sandy soil in full sun. But with a 
little thought, even cold gardens can 
grow a range of hardy exotics with ease, 
although you may need to shelter some 
in corners, against walls, or beneath 
overhanging evergreen trees or shrubs, 
and use mulch in winter. With some 
plants you won't need to take such 
measures, as they will either be hardy 
enough for most UK gardens or 
dormant during winter and so 
protected underground. 

Since the exceptionally cold, 
snowy winters of 2009 and 2010, 
many people in the UK have become 
ultra-cautious about the hardiness of 
their plants. Unfortunately, if you want 
to grow hardy exotics you may need to 
become somewhat sanguine about 
plant losses, and be prepared to 
replace those plants you lose to freak 
cold weather or use their loss as an 
opportunity or try something different. 
I've lost enough hardy plants over the 
years to not worry too much about the 
occasional death from cold. My 
nursery is at the bottom of a cold 
valley and the weather provides a good 
test for semi-tender plants. | have lost 
some treasured things to cold in 
recent years, but seeing what has 
survived — and many of those plants 
continue to go from strength to 
strength — has taught me a lot. 

The UK, like any other country, is 
made up of many microclimates within 
microclimates — and you'll find the 
same is true within the microcosm of 
your own garden. Coastal areas are 
generally warmer in winter than inland 
areas, particularly in the South West, 
and urban areas create heat islands 
that increase the range of plants you 
can overwinter outside significantly. [> 
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> Inner-London gardens, for example, 
offer truly amazing opportunities for 
experimentation, and all cities will 

be warmer in winter than their 
surrounding countryside. During the 
cold December of 2010 there was a 
stark difference in damage to the 
Arbutus x reyorum ‘Marina’ planted in 
my nursery garden, situated at the 
bottom of a cold valley, 12m above 

sea level, which were all killed, and 

the one in my home garden ona steep 
hillside at 112m, which remained largely 
untouched. This shows the importance 
of frost drainage in severe winters and 
demonstrates how it is often far 

more important than worrying about 
altitude-induced cold. 

The interaction between plants and 
winter cold is far more complex than 
any hardiness-zone scale might 
suggest. Suffice to say, it is often more 
relevant and productive to understand 
the conditions a plant thrives in its wild 
state, although even then there are 
many surprises to be found. | have a 
Lyonothamnus from a frost-free 
Californian island that remained 
evergreen through three weeks 
of freezing temperatures — as low as 
-14°C — in my Gloucestershire garden. 
Experimentation and advice from 
seasoned ‘zonal denier’ plant nuts is 
paramount, and more important than 
relying solely on any hardiness ratings. 


Where to see and buy 


Hardy Exotics Nursery 

Gilly Lane, Whitecross, Penzance, 
Cornwall TR20 8BZ. 

Tel 01736 740660, hardyexotics.co.uk 


Lower Kenneggy Nurseries 
Rosudgeon, Penzance, Cornwall 
TR20 QAR. Tel 01736 762 959, 
lowerkenneggynurseries.co.uk 


Meon Orchard 

Kingsmead, Wickham, Hampshire 
PO17 5AU. Private garden. 

For opening details see ngs.org.uk 


Pan-Global Plants 

The Walled Garden, Frampton-on- 
Severn, Gloucestershire GL2 7EX. 

Tel 01452 741641, panglobalplants.com 


JOHN SWITHINBANK / GARDEN WORLD IMAGES 


BLECHNUM CHILENSE 

An evergreen South American fern that gently 
spreads to form dense patches of distinctive, 
very leathery, tough-looking pinnate fronds. 
Best with some shade if not in humid areas. 
80cm x 1m (or more). AGM. RHS H4. 


ZANTEDESCHIA ‘WHITE GIANT’ 

Think of the Calla lily and double it. Whopping 
foliage is attractively white-speckled and 
each leaf can measure 65cm x 35cm ona 

1m stalk. Fat, white flowers in summer above 
the foliage. 1.8m x 1.3m. 


AMICIA ZYGOMERIS 

The unusual foliage of this tall, hardy perennial 
from Mexico encourages unnecessary fear of 
tenderness. Purple-stained bracts offset the 
large, yellow, pea flowers, which appear in 

Oct — Nov. 3m x 2.5m. RHS H2, USDA 7b-9b. 


KNIPHOFIA NORTHIAE 
Massive rosettes of very long, guttered, 


serpentine leaves, up to 15cm wide, potentially 
growing vertical trunks. Fat, dense flower 
spikes of soft orange and pale yellow in early 
summer. 1.5m x 1.5m. AGM. USDA 7a-10b. 
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AGAVE OVATIFOLIA 

For lovers of the rosette form, nothing 
beats the finest of the agaves and 
this is in my top two. New on the 
scene, this is one of the hardiest and 
fastest growing with spectacularly 
formed big, rigid, blue-grey rosettes. 
Needs sun and free drainage and 
inmost areas is best with a pane 


Of glass overhead in winter. 


1m xX T-5m, USDA 7b-11. 
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Michael Wickenden 


The seasoned plant hunter and passionate campaigner, whose nursery in 
Scotland is home to thousands of unusual horticultural gems 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


hen Michael Wickenden left school at the age 
W. of 16 he was desperate to find an antidote to the 

stifling world of academia, and he found it in 
gardening. Over the past 25 years his collection of plants has 
been an inspiration to other nurserymen and women and has 
become a pre-eminent source of interesting perennials, bulbs 
and shrubs for passionate gardeners. His charm, passion and 
knowledge has earned him a horde of enthusiastic admirers, 
and he has been an outspoken opponent of plant copyright 
laws and plant collecting regulations. 

After school, he approached nearby Gravetye Manor in 
Sussex. “I told them to give me a job, explaining that at £18 a 
week I was cheap, was young and fit and that they needed help.” 
The owner agreed and the young hippy learned how to get up 
early and began to become more interested in plants. “Most of 
all at Gravetye I fell in love with the walled garden. They are very 
special places and I wanted one of my own.” The enterprising 
Michael put an ad in The Times asking if anyone had an unused 
walled garden and at the age of 18 he found himself in Dorset 
growing organic vegetables in a rented walled garden. 

“This was the mid 1970s when there was little interest in 
organic food and I had to join the Women’s Institute to sell 
my veg at their local market.” It was hard work for not a lot of 
return so Michael turned to gardening to earn a living. 

A brief stint at Cambridge University Botanic Garden, 
where he began to appreciate serious horticulture and to 
nurture his interest in rare and unusual plants, was followed by 
work at Mount Stewart House in Northern Ireland. “This was 
the best job I ever had working for someone else. There was a 
fantastic plant collection and the head gardener, Nigel Marshall, 
was inspirational.” Michael is too much of a free spirit to be 
confined by the demands of organisations such as the National 
Trust, Mount Stewart’s owners, so he left there to become a 
jobbing gardener and to build up his plant collection. But he 
continued to dream about a walled garden of his own. 

By the early 1980s his collection of rare plants had grown to 
more than 800 and he began to sell them. From his old cottage 
on the shores of Strangford Lough in County Down he packed 
root divisions by Tilley lamp and sent them out to customers. I 
took £12,000 from that first catalogue. It felt like a fortune.” 

Michael had never travelled any further than the Channel 
Islands but was itching to visit some of the places his plants 


came from and to collect seeds from the wild. In 1985 he 
organised a visit to Chile when, three days before he was due to 
leave, a friend telephoned to tell him about a walled garden in 
southwest Scotland. It sounded perfect and affordable. 

“My first taste of travelling and plant collecting was so 
amazing that had it not been for the possibility of a walled 
garden in Scotland I would have stayed in South America.” 
On his return Michael bought the walled garden at Cally, 
near Gatehouse of Fleet in Dumfries and Galloway, and began 
moving eight tons of plants from Northern Ireland. 

After his visit to Chile, Michael began to travel the world, 
beginning with Uganda and Zaire in 1989, to study plants and 
collect seeds, often introducing new plants to gardeners. But 
the days of the dashing plant collector, trekking through 
inhospitable gorges to collect a few packets of seeds, are over. 
Biodiversity conventions giving countries sovereign rights 
of their plant material have made small plant-hunting 
expeditions almost impossible. 

“Plant hunting and nursery work has changed beyond 
recognition in the past 25 years. And what has changed them is 
the idea that nature can be owned.” Michael has campaigned 
vigorously against such regulations and against laws that allow 
the patenting of plants. “I speak out because it matters to me. 
Gardening and growing plants has taught me so much, 
particularly about the relationship between humanity and 
humanity’s resources.” For Michael, that relationship is at the 
core of the challenges that the world faces, a relationship 
threatened by the desire to own and control the natural world. 

His passion is fired by his love of plants and his optimistic 
belief that there is still a thirst for interesting and unusual 
plants. “I have gardened all my life. My whole being is tied to 
the seasons. And I am still thrilled when a seed germinates or a 
cutting takes root. They are always special moments.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Cally Gardens, Gatehouse of Fleet, Castle Douglas, 
Dumfries and Galloway DG7 2D4J. 
callygardens.co.uk 


NEXT MONTH 
Snowdrop expert Veronica Cross 


“I took £12,000 from my first catalogue. It felt like a fortune” 
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Cornish garden 


A decision to go south and find a new challenge led Robert and Carol Moule to an 
overgrown, cliff-top garden they've transformed into a semi-tropical paradise 


IRDS KIRSTY FERGUSSON PHOT‘ S ALLAN POLLOK-MORRIS 


~The maif path through the 
upper garden offers stunning 
Views of the Cornish coast and 


a thrilling mix of exotics that 
defies the easterlywinds. ——s : 
\ Saw 


s they step on to the terrace of 
Chygurno, home to Robert and Carol Moule, 
all most people can manage is “Oh!” before 
their breath is taken by the dramatic view of 
Lamorna Cove. The cobalt sea, granite cliffs 
and distant contour of Lizard Point are pretty 
spectacular and this gull’s-eye view of the 
cove is one of the finest in Cornwall. 

The Moules are an engaging couple — 
determined, passionate and possessed of a 
formidable energy that is channelled into the 
three-acre garden that hugs the cliff top and 
plunges with vertiginous leaps and bounds 
all the way down to the narrow lane that 
threads through a wooded valley to the cove. 

“When we first came here in 1997, you 
couldn't see the sea,” says Robert, “the view 
was blocked by fallen trees, Monterey pines 
and a big yew, and the banks were a solid 
mass of hydrangea, bracken and brambles.” 
As if that wasn’t daunting enough, the whole 
site faced northeast and so lay exposed to the 
worst and coldest of winds. 

The Moules are clearly not lacking in the 
intrepid department. At their previous home 
in Cheshire, they'd grown rhododendrons 
and camellias and opened their garden 
through the NGS scheme; in their new home 
they were looking for the next challenge. “We 
wanted to continue growing and propagating 
these acid-loving plants, so we followed the 
soil map south to Devon... but fell in love 
with this house and this spot, although much 
further west than we had intended.” 

Old photos show Robert and Carol, 
together with local contractors, clearing the 
garden and laying the foundations of its 
structure. A decking terrace was deemed 
essential: “there was nowhere level you could 
simply sit and enjoy the view,” says Robert. 

A long, level walk, bisected by a steep granite 
path with steps were revealed, to which the 
Moules have added a network of narrow, [> 


Top left Monterey pines (Pinus radiata) and spiky 
cordylines frame the view of Lamorna Cove. 


Top right Agapanthus and crocosmias cluster around 
an outcrop of granite. 


Bottom left Granite walls smothered in erigeron create a 
sheltered spot for container-grown succulents and palms. 


Bottom right Phormiums, cordylines and crocosmias 
lend a semi-tropical appearance to the windswept site. 
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Cornish garden 


As Carol explains, there are both ups and 
downs to gardening on a hilly cliff top: 


“As aretirement project for both of us, 
gardening on a steep slope has proved 
challenging work. After ten years of mild 
Cornish weather, we are now having to 
adapt our methods to cope with the frequent 
easterly winds that have seriously damaged 
or killed many of our more tender or exotic 
plants, such as silver trees, Leucadendron 
argenteum, metrosideros, some proteas, 
Geranium maderense and many succulents. 
These have been replaced with hardier 
phormiums, grasses, grevilleas, restios, 
palms and tree ferns. We associate them with 
hemerocallis, iris, kniphofias, crocosmias, 
kaffir lilies, osteospermums and agapanthus 
— all of which are tolerant of strong, cold 
winds and give a wonderful display of colour. 
“All garden waste is carried Himalayan 
style up the paths and steps in one-tonne 
builders’ bags to the nearest bonfire or 
compost heap. The windy conditions mean 
that we have to plant small specimens, 
because we've found larger plants get blown 
out of their planting holes before the roots 
have established. The soil is poor and stony 
here; a metal prodder is very useful to check 
the depth of soil before planting. Where we 
can, we take out the tops of our trees and 
shrubs, otherwise the wind will. Where plants 
have been blown over we resort to staking 
them, so regular, hard pruning has become 
essential. All tender aeoniums and other 
succulents are wrapped in fleece and 
overwintered in an unheated greenhouse.” 


Per 


Tree ferns thrive in a damp 
dell,sheltered by the steep 
slopes of the garden. 


Narrow, sinuous paths zig-zag 
down the slope, among giant outcrops 
of granite and trickling spring water 


[> sinuous paths that zig-zag down the slope 
among giant outcrops of granite and trickling 
spring-water. “The design evolved organically, 
not on paper,’ says Carol, “it was a question of 
accepting what could and couldn’t be done 
given the physical constraints of the site.” 
Every obstacle and difficulty has been 
turned into an opportunity or advantage. 
“We've learned the hard way,’ they both 
admit. “Many of the plants we started out 
with have perished — the proteas and 
metrosideros have gone — and the only way 
we can grow succulents is in pots, which we 
bring under cover in winter.” 
Rhododendrons and camellias, lovingly 
transported in pots from Cheshire, have 
flourished, and Robert and Carol appraise 
them with affection, pointing out an 
unusually scented, pink Rhododendron ‘Soir 
de Paris; the furry leafed R. “Teddy Bear’ and 
peachy flowered R. ‘Unique’ They also point 
to a dip in the slope, which reveals a nest of 
tree-ferns. “It was a skiing holiday or the tree- 


? 


ferns!” they both grin, enjoying the fact that 
they now have dozens more self-sown tree 
ferns to dispose of around the garden. 

This is a garden to savour slowly, and one 
where the steeply sloping site cries out to be 
considered both from both above and below. 
Sycamores grow densely in the valley below 


and provide a natural, leafy backcloth to the 
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lower planting. There may be masses to look 
at in detail, but it’s all very easy on the eye and 
comfortable to absorb. There are ‘classic’ 
Cornish plants in abundance, but all demand 
a second glance. The fuchsia, for example, is 
no ordinary fuchsia but Fuchsia boliviana, 
with extraordinary long flowers, and new 
cultivars of St John’s Wort, such as Hypericum 
Red Flame H. Magical Sunshine and 
H. Magical Beauty (= ‘Kolmbeaw) are 
top dollar. “We’re very fond of montbretia 
too, which is considered a weed almost in 
Cornwall,” says Carol, “particularly the 
eye-catchingly dark Crocosmia “Lucifer.” 
There’s one more very special plant, of 
which the Moules are justly proud. Camellia 
‘Lamorna, raised from a self-sown seedling 
found in the garden, went on sale last year. It’s 
a self-grooming, pink x williamsti type that 
flowers from December to Easter, and is a 
wonderful contribution to the camellia world 


from this most inspiring Cornish garden. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Chygurno, Lamorna, Penzance, 
Cornwall TR19 6XH. 

Tel 01736 732153. 

Open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 
April — September inclusive. 

NGS openings: Sundays in July. 


of Robert and 
Carol’s favourite plants 


1 Cordyline australis 

Typical Cornish garden plants that 
give good structure and are sweetly 
scented when they flower in spring. 
4-8m. AGM* RHS H3, USDA 8b-11+- 


2 Glaucium corniculatum 

A terrific native plant, perfectly adapted 
to exposed coastal sites. A lovely reddish 
orange that mixes well with blues. 
30-45cm. USDA 6a-9b. 


3 Agapanthus 

The Moules buy carrier bags of this 
summer-flowering perennial off the 
ferry from the Isles of Scilly, just as 
you might buy fish at the harbour. 
60-90cm. USDA 8a-11. 


4 Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ 

Typical of Cornish gardens. There are 
many new cultivars and some lovely 
yellows to choose from too. 1-1.5m. 
AGM. RHS H5, USDA 7a-10a. 


5 Dicksonia antarctica 

Spectacular tree ferns spontaneously 
self-seed — or, to be more accurate, they 
self-spore — around the Moules’ garden. 
2.5-4m. AGM. RHS H3, USDA 9a-l11. 


6 Erigeron karvinskianus 

This pretty daisy that comes from 
Mexico is shown off beautifully by the 
natural and architectural Cornish granite 
that underpins this garden. 10-50cm. 

AGM. RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 

Growing with Aeonium ‘Zwartkop’ 

The Moules keep their aeoniums in pots 
and bring them inside in colder months. 
1-1.5m. AGM. RHS Hic, USDA 9b-11. 


7 Phormium tenax ‘Variegatum’ 
These New Zealand plants are 
valued at Chygurno for their colour, 
robustness and structure. 

2.5-4m. RHS H3-4, USDA 7a-11. 


8 Stipa tenuissima 

Grasses are a wonderful addition to a 
windy garden; the movement is light 
and dancing and no staking is needed. 
60-90cm. USDA 7a-10b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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\_* ¢’s party time in Japan. In late January, 


20 places to see cherry blossom 
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the appearance of the first blooms of cherry 
blossom on the Japanese island of Okinawa, 
kicks off the annual sakura matsuri or cherry 
blossom festival that enchants a whole nation. 
In March the party really gets going and trees 
across Japan are smothered in flowers, their 
bare branches seeming to float on a raft of 
blossom. The beauty of cherry blossom has 
been a cause for celebration in Japan ever 
since the 9th century, when the Emperor Saga 
and his court would picnic beneath wild 
cherries in flower. More than 1,000 years later 
hanami, the tradition of viewing cherry 
blossom, is still popular all over Japan. 

Stroll over to Kyoto’s Maruyama Park, on 
a night in late March and you'll find it packed 
with crowds revelling in the beauty of floodlit 
cherry blossom. From early morning, sheets 
of blue plastic are laid out to reserve space 
under the trees. By dusk, the cool air is heavy 
with the exotic scent of food prepared on 
hundreds of stalls beneath the pale blossom 
and indigo night sky. 

The atmosphere becomes increasingly 
festive as hanami picnics are washed down 
with plenty of sake. Many people eat delicacies 
sold only during sakura season, such as 
sakuramochi, a rice cake filled with sweet bean 
paste and wrapped in a salted cherry leaf. 

Some people dedicate six months to 
pursuing the advancing wave of blossom, 
known as sakura zensen, from the sub-tropical 
islands of Okinawa in the south, where the 
first blossoms arrive in January, up across the 
archipeligo and on up to Hokkaido in the 
north, where trees are still in bloom at the 
end of May and sometimes last as late as June. 
The national news carries daily updates on 
the progress of the opening blossom, and you 
can even download an app to help you locate 
particularly spectacular trees. 

Prunus x yedoensis is the queen of 
flowering cherries, and its blush-white, single 
flowers are a common sight in city parks, and 
in the large gardens of temples and palaces. 
The pale pink flowers of P. serrulata, the lovely 
mountain cherry known as yamazakura in 


Japan, are also a familiar sight, as are the 
weeping cherries, P. pendula and P. x yedoensis 
‘Shidare-Yoshino’ (shidarezakura in Japanese), 
which is sometimes trained as an exquisite 
lattice over bamboo canes. 

Many of the cherry trees growing in 
Japan today are hybrids first propagated at the 
beginning of the 17th century. In those days 
a wealthy daimyo, or feudal overlord, would 
insist that the cherry nursery supplied a 
unique tree, guaranteeing that it would never 
be reproduced and sold to other clients. It was 
only after the collapse of feudalism in the mid 
19th century that it was possible to take 
cuttings from these ancient trees. 

Writers and poets have long tried to 
capture the essence of the blossom’s beauty, 
and the fleeting and fragile nature of this 
beauty means it has become a potent symbol 
for the transience of life. For Samurai warriors 
cherry blossom also came to symbolise 
military sacrifice, an analogy that survived to 
the Second World War when kamikaze pilots 
were encouraged to ‘die like beautiful falling 
cherry petals for the emperor’ 

Today sakura has shed this unfortunate 
association and its beauty affects even the 
most sober Japanese citizens. In early 
morning everyone on the streets of Kyoto 
is in a hurry, but during sakura season it’s 
common to see someone stop suddenly 
beneath a tree, let the briefcase fall from their 
hand as they reach up, pull down a branch, 
and gaze deep into the heart of the flowers. 


JOIN THE PARTY 

Turn over to find our favourite 20 places to 
see cherry blossom in Japan. If you want to 
hanami like the Japanese, arm yourself with 
some snacks, a few drinks and a mat and 
find a good spot to picnic beneath the trees. 
Remember to take off your shoes before you 
walk on to the mat — then sit back and enjoy 
the blossom. You'll no doubt soon attract 
attention from locals who will probably invite 
you to join their party, in which case you may 
find you need two vital phrases: 

Kirei desu ne? — It's beautiful isn’t it? 

Kanpai — Cheers! 
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Best places to see cherry 
blossom in Japan 


1 Arashiyama, Kyoto 

Arashiyama is an area of natural beauty on the 
western edge of Kyoto. Justly famed both for 
the beauty of its spring blossom and the 
colour of its autumn foliage, this forested and 
mountainous area is very popular with tourists 
so can get crowded during sakura season. 
kyoto.travel 


2 Chidorigafuchi, Tokyo 


To the north of the Imperial Palace is the 
former site of Edo Castle from where the 
Tokugawa shogunate held court during the Edo 
period. The moat surrounding the site, known 
as chidorigatuchi, is lined with cherry trees 
and you can hire a rowing boat to get the best 
view of the magnificent blossom. 
gotokyo.org/en 


3 Himeji Castle, Hyogo 

The castle itself dates back to 1333 and is the 
most impressive of the 12 feudal fortresses 
that still survive in Japan. Its grounds hold 
more than 1,000 cherry trees making it a 
favourite site for hanami picnickers. The 
castle is currently going through an extended 
renovation, but this is due to be completed in 
March 2015 — just in time for the sakura. 
himeji-castle.gr.jp/index/English/ 


4 Hirosaki Castle, Aomori 

One of the 12 original Edo-period castles, 
Hirosaki-jo is impressive in its own right, but 
come late April and early May, with more than 
2,500 trees and many varieties of blossom in 
one spot, this is the place within the Tohoku 
region to enjoy hanami during the day or at 
night when castle and trees are illuminated. 
en-hirosaki.com 


5 Kenrokuen, Kanazawa 
Kenrokuen gardens date back to the 17th 
century and are considered to be one of the 
finest in all of Japan. The gardens and the 
surrounding Higashichaya tea house district 
are considered a great spot for cherry 
blossom viewing in mid April. 
kanazawa-tourism.com 
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20 places to see cherry blossom 


6 Koshikawa Korakuen, 
Tokyo 

Thousands of people come to see the 
blossom of the weeping cherry at 
Korakuen, one of the most beautiful 
historic gardens in the city. 
gotokyo.org/en 


7 Lake Kawaguchiko, 
Yamanashi 

A two and a half hour bus ride from Tokyo and 
you're in rural Kawaguchiko at the foot of the 
majestic Mount Fuji. The north shore has 
beautiful cherry blossom in mid April — and an 
iconic mountain view. 
fujisan.ne.jp/index_e.php 


8 Maruyama Park, Kyoto 

This park in central Kyoto is one of the most 
popular spots for hanami parties. Its focal 
point is a large weeping cherry, encircled by 
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a variety of different trees. 
kyoto.travel 
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9 Matusmoto Castle, Nagano 
The black wood of this 17th-century castle 
gives it its name of ‘Black Crow’ Castle and 
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makes a striking backdrop to the pink of the 
300 cherry blossom trees in its grounds. 
www.city.matsumoto.nagano.jp/ 
multilingual/english/guide 


10 Miyajima Island, 
Hiroshima 

A ferry ride across the Hiroshima bay brings 
you to Miyajima, also known as Itsukushima or 
‘beautiful island! Early spring brings out the 
shades of pink across the island all the way up 
to the island's highest point: Mount Misen. 
www.miyajima.or.jp/english/ 


11 Mount Yoshino, Nara 
Possibly the country’s oldest and most 
famous hanami site, Mount Yoshino in the 
Yoshino-Kumano National Park, has more 
than 30,000 trees. 
yoshinoyama-sakura.jp/english/ 


12 Osaka Castle, Osaka 


The park surrounding this reconstructed 
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castle is home to around 4,000 cherry trees, 


Spectacular blossoms 
oO Seen - 

=Sormcherry trees smother" 
Mount Yoshino: 


including around 600 Prunus ‘Yoshino’ and 
has long been a favourite hanami site. 
osakacastle.net/english/park/ 
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13 Osaka Mint Bureau, Osaka 


For one week in April the garden of the head 
office of the Japanese Mint opens its gates to 
the general public to admire its spectacular 
collection of more than 300 cherry trees 
from over 100 species and cultivars. 
www.osaka-info.jp/en/search/detail/ 
sightseeing_3040.html 


14 Philosopher's Path, Kyoto 


Known locally as the Tetsugaku no michi, this 
2km canal-side path from the Silver Pavilion to 
the Nanzenji Temple is lined with hundreds of 
cherry blossom trees and several temples. 
kyoto.travel/2009/11/tetsugaku-no-michi- 
street.html 


15 Shinjuku Gyoen, Tokyo 

The largest and most beautiful park in Tokyo, 
Shinjuku Gyoen was once the home to Lord 
Naito, a daimyo of the Edo period. More than 
1,000 cherry trees made up of several 
different species are planted, meaning it has a 
slightly extended blossom season. 
www.env.go.jp/garden/shinjukugyoen/ 
english 


16 Tsurugaoka Hachimangu 
Shrine, Kamakura 

An hour from Tokyo, this seaside temple town 
is awash with pink during the blossom period. 
The 500m of the Danzakura walkway leading 
to a 12th-century shrine is covered in 
hundreds of cherry blossom trees. 
www.tsurugaoka-hachimangu.jp 


17 Ueno Park, Tokyo 


Blossom opens here a few days earlier than 
elsewhere in the city, making it the first 
sakura stop for most of the city’s inhabitants, 
and one of the liveliest and most crowded 
hanami sites in the city. It’s home to around 
600 pale pink Prunus ‘Yoshino’ 
gotokyo.org/en 


18 Goryokaku Koen, 
Hakodate 

Goryokaku is a 19th-century fortress, in the 
port city of Hakodate. The moat surrounding 
the star-shaped park, has around 1,600 
cherry trees planted along its banks. 
hakodate.travel/en 
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20 places to see cherry blossom 


19 Maruyama Park, Sapporo 

is gee a More than 2,000 trees make this the most 

7 {Maruiyama-Park We 

* &fullbloom:in May. “i ee 3 ca popular sakura site in Hokkaido's capital. 
Lats, : Some of the trees were planted in 1874 in 
memory of Hokkaido’s first vice-governor, who 
was killed in the Saga Rebellion of that year. 
welcome.city.sapporo.jp/?lang=en 


20 Matsumae Park, 
Matsumae 

Matsumae-koen, a park created around the 
ruins of al9th-century castle, contains some 
10,000 cherry trees of 250 different varieties. 
www.asobube.com 


FLIGHTS 

There are direct flights from London to Tokyo 
with Virgin, British Airways, JAL and ANA. 
Prices range from around £650-£1,000 

and flights take approximately 12 hours. 


GETTING AROUND 

The best way to get around in Japan is by the 
excellent public transport network. The 
Shinkansen (aka The Bullet Train) is very 
pleasant to ride and allows you to travel long 
distances in a relatively short amount of time. 
A Japan Rail Pass, which you can buy before 
you leave home, allows unlimited train travel 
for seven, 14 or 21 days, and starts at £176. 


JAPAN TOUR OPERATORS 
Inside Japan Tours 

Tel 0117 370 9751, 
insidejapantours.com 
Email info@inside 
japantours.com 
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In brief as f ; 
Name Stringybark Cottage. 
What Sub-tropteal bush garden. 
<= Where Near Noosa, in the hinterland of 

theSu hing Coast; Queensland, Australia. 
Size Property 15/11 acres and-garden is 
approximately 2:5 acres: as bu Witte a 
Soil‘Loam; reasonably friable, needs dlltio al / W vy! 
Mulchand compost.” — RAG AN Wy f 
Climate Frost-free sub-wopieal, temperate 
rain-forest. Rainfall general abou 150-180cm  * 
a year but-subject to long” ‘periods. ea 
Points’of interest Array-of plants, including 
some rare-and unusual, ranging fromcool 

\ =climate to_sub-tropical species? , 77. = 
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Ashort drive from Australia’s Sunshine Coast, lies a 
cool, tranquil garden where statuesque trees and leafy tree palms 
provide a welcome relief from the hot Queenslandsun ™< 


WORDS CHRISTINE REID PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 


Australian garden 
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beautiful Bismarckia 
nobilis, make a’stunning 
backdrop'to the pool. 


oosa, on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, 
is a picture-perfect Australian beach resort — 
sparkling blue sea, long stretches of sand and 
a diamond-bright sky overhead. 

Take a 20-minute drive inland, through 
the hills surrounding the market town of 
Eumundi, and the scenery is entirely different. 

Statuesque trees of the Queensland rain 
forest, 35 to 40 metres high, crown the tops 
of the ridges. The dramatic red flowers of tree 
waratah (Alloxylon pinnatum) are highlights 
in the dense woodland with their timbers 
much sought after for furniture and floors — 
from Queensland maple (Flindersia 
brayleyana) to tallow wood (Eucalyptus 
microcorys) and red stringybarks (Eucalyptus 
resinifera). Here the sunlight seems a long way 
above the tree tops as it filters down through 
tall trunks casting long shadows. 

In this woodland is Stringybark Cottage, 
home of Cheryl and Bob Boyd, tucked away 
at the end of a curving driveway off a minor 
road in the rolling hills. The first hint of a 
domestic garden comes when you glimpse an 


Tall tree tales 


area of mown grass in front of the house 
where several camellias thrive under the 
eaves. The second hint is hanging above 
your head as you get out of the car. At first 
glance it could be a bird’s nest but that 
thought is quickly dismissed as you realise 
the huge assemblage of twigs has been 
artfully constructed. You don’t need any 
more hints because when you walk to the 
rear garden you realise that this is a place 
where horticultural knowledge, garden 
design and art have been brought together 
in stunning yet subtle ways. 

Cheryl studied horticulture at Lincoln 
University, near Christchurch, New Zealand, 
before moving to Australia where she has 
lived for many years. She works both as a 
garden designer and horticulturist in many 
of the area’s domestic gardens. Her own 
garden, which she opens for charity, is a 
wonderful advertisement for her work. 

“Because there’s no frost here, I can 
grow a marvellous array of plants from 
sub-tropical to cool climate,” she says. [> 


The name Stringybark Cottage recognises the descriptive, vernacular name for the many 
eucalypt species that have thick, fibrous bark and are found in many areas of Australia. 
Some of the eucalypt species, particularly in fertile areas, such as the messmate stringybark, 


(Eucalyptus obliqua) can grow extremely tall, reaching 80m or more. More typically, 
stringybarks are medium-sized trees in the 10-30m range, However, at Stringybark Cottage, 
it is Eucalyptus resinifera, with common names of red stringybark, red messmate or red 


mahogany, that flourishes; it grows to 45m. 


Early European colonists in Australia frequently used the stringybark’'s tough bark for the 
roofing and walls of huts, and the bush song ‘In an old bark hut tells the story of a colonist 
down on his luck but happy to live in a bark hut. Cheryl and Bob have carried on this pioneering 
tradition, first building a small cottage of this beautiful timber, a rich blood-red when exposed, 
when they settled at Eumundi. They now live ina more modern home of 2Oth-century design 


but the stringybark hut remains. 


Top left Sculptural trunks of Lagerstroemia indica shoot out from ground-covering Pilea cadierei. 


Top right A shady veranda next to the cottage provides a peaceful spot from 


which to soak up the garden's sounds and sights. 


Bottom left Vividly coloured bromeliads decorate the bed beneath a 


canopy of stately tree ferns, Dicksonia antarctica. 


Bottom right Cheryl's fabulous stick sculptures look perfect in the forest environment. 
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“Every garden needs a peaceful 
place to sit and enjoy a glass of wine” 


[> “The soil needs working — it is depleted 
loam, needing additives but friable. ’m not 
dependent on flowers for colour. ’m much 
more interested in combining form, texture 
and colour in foliage.” 

This she does brilliantly in the themed 
garden rooms you enter through vine-covered 
arches. Ground covers range from those with 
variegated leaves; dark foliage is used as a foil 
for green; brilliant heliconias, anthuriums, 
bromeliads and hippeastrums grab attention. 
The garden planting operates on various 
levels with epiphytes, such as staghorn and 
bird’s-nest ferns, and vanda, dendrobium and 
other orchids all finding a home in the trees. 

“T would still like to get more formal 
design into my garden but it’s difficult with 
the bush as background,” says Cheryl. And 
another problem is the lack of sun, even 
though we try to keep certain areas as voids.” 
Cheryl has a great understanding of the 
importance of the void. A large uncluttered 
lawn area offers a perfect counterpoint for 
tree ferns such as Dicksonia antarctica and 
the vista of a magnificent group of Bismarck 
palms at the end of the swimming pool. 

“Td like to fill in most of the pool and just 
have a small area where I could grow water- 
loving species. It’s on my list of ideas,” she says. 

The subtle, low-key plant groupings 
are undoubtedly enhanced by the hard 
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landscaping and decorative elements, 

from stepping stones to rock paths and 
well-placed pots, all constructed or made by 
Cheryl. In one corner there’s a sinuous ‘S’ of 
stones blended together... is it “S’ for snake, 
one wonders? In another, a neat pile of 
stones; in another an immaculate teepee of 
twigs... it’s surely big enough to camp in. 

Then there’s a clearing in the forest for 
a fire pit. Overhead is a hanging orb of 
barbed wire, another feature made on site 
by Cheryl. “We had to get help to suspend it 
between the trees. Every garden needs a fire 
pit, a peaceful place to sit and enjoy a glass 
of wine with enough smoke to keep the 
mosquitoes away,” she says. 

The garden at Stringybark Cottage 
justifies leaving the beach behind and driving 
inland to the more tranquil bush. A visit to 
this unusual private garden, with its rare and 
unusual plants, provides the perfect contrast 
to the hedonistic pleasures of sea and sand, 


and a welcome refuge from the hot sun. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Stringybark Cottage, 13 Sudholz 
Road, Verriedale, Queensland, Australia. 
Tel +61 429 491 980. 

Email cherylandbobboyd@aapt.net.au 
Open By appointment. 


of Cheryl’s key 
plant choices 


1 Licuala ramsayi 

The Australian fan palm is widely 
recognised as the most beautiful of 
Australian native palms. 

9-12m. USDA 9b-11. 


2 Heliconia angusta 

These beautiful exotic plants have spikes 
of colourful bracts, rising above the large 
leaves, and insignificant flowers. Planted 
en masse, they create an eye-catching 
show. 2-2.5m. USDA 11. 


3 Xanthorrhoea glauca 

Known as the grass tree, this particular 
species is not widespread; the thin, 
spindly leaves are a grey-bluish 
glaucous green. 3.5-5m. 


4 Hippeastrum 

Native to tropical and sub-tropical regions 
of South America, the decorative bulbs 
are grown for their large showy flowers. 


5 Eucalyptus resinifera 

These tall eucalyptus trees that 
surround Cheryl's fire-pit clearing are 
known in Australia as red stringybarks. 
It's one of many eucalyptus species 
that have stringybark as acommon 
name and give the cottage its name 
(see box on page 74). Up to 45m. 


6 Phaius tankervilleae 

This Australian native swamp orchid has 
the largest flowers of any Australian 
orchid. 60-90cm. USDA 9a-11. 


7 Ficus dammaropsis 

A tropical fig tree with huge pleated leaves 
60cm across. Native to the highlands of 
New Guinea, it is in demand as an 
ornamental tree in frost-free climates. 
4.5-6m. USDA 9b-11. 


8 Vriesea imperialis 

This giant bromeliad is a native of Brazil: 
the leaves can range from silvery green to 
red but the chief glory is the stunning 
flower spike in deep crimson. 

Up to 2.5m. USDA 10a-11. 


9 Bismarckia nobilis 

Native to Madagascar, the Bismarck palm 
is aspectacular tropical fan palm with 
huge blue-grey leaves up to 3m 

across. 9-12m. USDA 9a-11. 


tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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The Quetzaltenango Valley:is shadowed by 
peaks swathed in tropical rainforest and cloud 


forest, a biodiverse landscape that yields 
abundant treasures for the intrepid plantsman. 


Plant hunting in Guatemala 


Highland fling 


Joshua McCullough clambers up the slopes of 
Volcan Zunil on a refreshing journey of discovery 


WORDS KATE BRYANT PHOTOGRAPHS JOSHUA McCULLOUGH 


estled amid Guatemala’s southern 

highlands, Volcan Zunil is one of 

several dozen iconic peaks wending 
through the country’s southwest. Situated 
between Guatemala’s second-largest city Xela 
(officially, Quetzaltenango) and Lake Atitlan, 
Volcan Zunil rises 3,542m above sea level. 
Cornfields, cocoa and coffee plantations 
and villages flank its base but soon drop off 
as the altitude rises. In the distance, haunting 
volcanic cones rise from green valleys, while 
plumes of steam rise from Santiaguito, an 
active volcano a few kilometres south. 

The Central American highlands are 
where the North and South American floras 
intersect, forming a unique confluence of 
species from both continents. Lowland 
tropical rainforest and montane cloud forest 
also commingle, creating a concentration of 
biodiversity planthunters dream of. 

In January 2011, photographer Joshua 
McCullough, fellow plantsman Dave 
Demers and two Quiché guides hiked to 
this botanically rich region to photograph 
several ‘holy grail’ plants, including a hot 
pink-flowered epiphyte, Maianthemum 
amoenum, and the CITES-protected 
Guatemalan fir, Abies guatemalensis. 


Joshua’s recent international plant 
exploration trips have taken him to Mount 
Fansipan in Vietnam, Borneo’s Mount 
Kinabalu, Mauna Kea on Hawai‘i, and Costa 
Rica’s Mount Chirripo area. His fascination 
with botany dates back to his twenties when 
he served as propagator at several hotshot 
rare plant nurseries in Washington and 
Oregon. In 2007, he founded Phytophoto, 

a botanical photography business. He travels 
and photographs plants continuously. Wild 
specimens, meticulously named and labelled, 
are an important feature of his collection. 

Joshua and Dave’s trek up Volcan Zunil 
was part of a 45km-journey starting in Xela 
and ending on the shores of magnificent 
Lake Atitlan. Hiking up Zunil involved a 
gruelling elevation rise of 1,200m (Xela is 
already at 2,330m). As they climbed, 
lowland weeds trailed off, replaced by 
an increasingly rarefied flora. 

The mesic lowland forest near the base 
of Zunil proved a botanical treasure trove of 
plants occasionally seen in mild-climate 
gardens: Dahlia imperialis, Lobelia laxiflora 
and myriad salvia and daisy species. Then 
there were plants such as Cobaea — but an 
unusual green-yellow species, C. lutea, [> 


Top Steep slopes of the volcano are cloaked with tussocks of grass and tough 
oaks, revealed after a hard scramble up a densely forested slope. 


Middle A rare sight: the fluffy, white and lavender panicles of flowers appearing 
in conjunction with shiny red berries on Maianthemum flexuosum, a plant which 


grows both as an epiphyte and on the forest floor. 


Bottom A meadow of grasses carpets the ground before a diverse mixture of 


deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs. 
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“The trip reinvigorated me to the idea that 
there is still freshness, where you can still reach 
somewhere that 1s off-the-chart beautiful” 


[> instead of the garden standby, C. scandens 
— close enough to provide the frisson of 
familiarity but different enough to enthral. 
Typical northern temperate Maianthemum 
species with modest white flowers were 
completely outdone by their more 
flamboyant southerly kin: “To see several 
Maianthemum species in flower and fruit — 
especially the jewel of them all, M. amoenum 
—was a revelation,” recalls Joshua. 

Gunnera killipiana cling to fern-cloaked 
hillsides, feathery burgundy inflorescences 
rising through 1m-diameter leaves. A bit 
higher, Echeveria aff. rosea and epiphytic 
Fuchsia splendens and Maianthemum 
amoenum are affixed to oak and pine trunks, 
surviving the dry season (April to October) 
on mist and cloud water. Trees become 
limited to steep, remote slopes near the 
summit, because of agricultural land use 
and timber harvesting. Orange blossoms of 


Castilleja pectinata glow amid tawny tussocks. 


Frost occurs at higher elevations in the 
southern highlands throughout winter. 
Plants must endure radiant frost, where at 
night, clear, cloudless skies suck warm air 
into the atmosphere above the sun-warmed 


earth, rapidly freezing the ground in the early 
morning. To survive, plants need a modicum 
of frost tolerance. Collections of Eryngium 
strotheri, Maianthemum amoenum, Bomarea 
acutifolia and Fuchsia microphylla are perfect 
for trialling in cooler climates. 

Ascending still in altitude, 
Arctostaphylos and Agave sisalana, a 
pre-Columbian fibre plant with steely 
foliage, hugs steep slopes. On the most 
remote peaks, Guatemalan fir trees tower, 
gaunt and sturdy relics of a vanishing 
world. “The trees we saw could have been 
alive pre-European contact [Spanish 
Conquistadors arrived there in 1525],” 
Joshua notes. “Our ability to witness a 
huge, old-growth Abies guatemalensis in its 
majesty could disappear in our lifetime. If 
we work with local guides, bringing in 
revenue through ecotourism, and talk with 
people we meet, we can support the trees’ 
value as more than just lumber or firewood. 

“The trip reinvigorated me to the idea 
that there is still freshness, where you can 
still reach somewhere that is off-the-chart 
beautiful. There really are places that are 


worth making a herculean effort to see.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Reading Joshua used a pdf of the ‘ancient’ Flora of Guatemala (Paul Carpenter 
Standley and Julian Steyermark, 1946), at archive.org/details/floraofguatemalalfistan, 


as well as Frommer's Guatemala, £16.99. 


Seeds Joshua McCullough sent his collection to Far Reaches Farm in Port Townsend 
Washington, a nursery specialising in wild-collected seed-grown plants. It has already 
started selling some plants grown from seed collected from the expedition. 


Getting there The country has two maior airports serving international passengers. Guatemala 
City is closest. Rent a car or take a bus to Xela (Quetzaltenango). There are a few camping 
facilities in Guatemala, and those that exist are privately owned or associated with fincas (large 
farming estates). There is no fee to camp on the volcanoes but there are also no services. Other 
attractions include hot springs, nature trails, cultural and historic sights. 


Guides Joshua and Dave's guides took them off the track in places to find plants, but several 
tour companies offer less gruelling hikes on established trails. Volcan Zunil is accessible by foot 
— no special equipment needed — but is best explored with an experienced local guide. 
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of Joshua’s key 
plant choices 


1 Lobelia laxiflora 

Airy, terminal orange-red flowers with 
buttery yellow interior lips grace this 
colony-forming perennial with towering, 
2m tall stems. 60-90cm (in garden). 
USDA 9a-11'. 


2 Cobaea lutea 

Large, soft-yellow, cup-and-saucer 
flowers with protruding yellow stamens 
ona tendril-bearing, herbaceous, 
perennial vine clamber through mesic 
forest zones. 6m. 


3 Bomarea acutifolia 

Vigorous herbaceous vine can twine up to 
7-8m or more in trees. This Alstroemeria 
relative has smoky purple stems and 
trusses of vibrant orange-red, funnel- 
shaped flowers speckled tangerine-yellow 
inside. 1.2-1.8m. USDA 9a-11. 


4 Maianthemum amoenum 

Showy panicles of pink, cupped flowers at 
the tips of red stems. Knobby rhizomes 
cling to mossy oak trees as an epiphyte. 


5 Abies guatemalensis 

With the most southerly distribution of 
the genus Abies, this protected fir is 
threatened by timber exploitation and 
habitat. A few mature specimens are 
seen only on the high slopes of Zunil. 12m. 


6 Eryngium strotheri 

Amethyst blue, pincushion flowers 
nestled within a ruff of flat, jade-green 
bracts rise from a rosette of narrow, 
white-veined and doubly-spined basal 
leaves. 1.2-1.8m. USDA 9a. 


7 Cestrum aurantiacum 

Pendant clusters of starry, apricot-yellow 
flowers cloak a densely upright shrub 
growing throughout the upland scrub. 
60-90cm-2.4-3m. USDA 8a-11. 


8 Fuchsia splendens 

Small scandent shrub, growing as an 
epiphyte in mesic forest zone and into 
drier reaches of oak woods. Slender 
coral-pink corolla with apple-green tips. 
90-120cm-1.2-1.8m. USDA 9a-11. 


9 Castilleja pectinata 

Ashowy Indian paintbrush, with orange 
tubular flowers with a green base 
flowering at the ends of willowy stems. 
A most unusual yellow-margined form. 


tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Planthunting in Guatemala 


In brief 


Name La Bambouseraie 

What Long-established garden with 
extensive plantings of bamboos. 

Where southern France, north of 

Nimes in the Gard area. 

Size 29 acres. 

Climate Mediterranean. 

Soil Light gravel and loam. 

Points of interest Largest collection of 
bamboos in Europe; collection of Japanese 
acers; specimen sequoias, magnolias and 
ginkgos. There is an evocation of a Laotian 
village and a Japanese-inspired valley garden. 


2A Lehi ae 


take its place among Europe’s most ttiking gardens 


4 ae DS JOHN HOYLAND. PHOTOGRAPHS HERVE LENAIN 


Bamboo fencing lines the route through 

a tranquil valley, inspired by the art 

and culture of Japan and planted with 
ginkgo'and Japanese maples.” 


bamboo collection 


riving along minor roads across the 

flat plain north of Montpellier the 

landscape is unmistakably French. 
Rosemary, lavenders, wild thymes and the 
occasional olive tree seem to be the only 
vegetation growing among the vineyards that 
line the route. But then you arrive at La 
Bambouseraie: cool, verdant and welcoming; 
an improbable oasis in this Mediterranean 
landscape, and a horticultural delight. 

The gardens were created in the middle 
of the 19th century by Eugéne Mazel, a 
passionate botanist whose enormous wealth 
led him to create both La Bambouseraie at 
Prafance and a garden on the French Riviera. 
This was a period of colonial expansion and 
new plants were arriving in Europe from all 
over the world. At Prafance, Mazel planted an 
avenue of the newly described Sequoia 
sempervirens and bisected it with an avenue 
of Trachycarpus fortunei. He collected 
300 species of oak and planted important 
collections of magnolias, but his great 
passion was for bamboo, and he began to 
create Europe’s most extensive collection of 
the genus. It was a vast and costly project, 
which even involved building a 3km-long 
canal to bring water into the garden. By the 
end of the century, Mazel was bankrupt. 

In 1902 the collection at Prafance was 
rescued by Gaston Négre, a plantsman and 
former gardener for Mazel, but it wasn’t until 
1953 that the gardens were opened to the 
public. The early struggle to attract visitors 
wasn’t helped by the wretched winter of 1956 
that killed all but the hardiest of the garden’s 
bamboos. Since those difficult early days the 
garden has flourished and now, under the 
guiding hand of Gaston’s granddaughter, 
Muriel, it is now, along with the gardens at 
Villandry, the most visited garden in France. 

Much of the original landscaping of 
the garden is still in place. The remaining [> 
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[> specimens of the avenue of Sequoia 
sempervirens hint at its former glory and 
are underplanted with Phyllostachys 
sulphurea f. viridis. The scale is 
breathtaking: 40m-tall trees alongside 
14m-tall bamboos, with bright sunlight 
gently filtering through the foliage, really 
do evoke a great cathedral. The site is 
bisected by a wide avenue of mature 
Trachycarpus fortunet. Muriel, with an eye 
on the future, has planted smaller 
trachycarpus among the giant specimens. 

“This place has been part of me all my 
life and I want to pass this extraordinary 
inheritance on to future generations,” she 
says. “It is beautiful and enchanting. It 
never ceases to move me.” 

The wide avenues of giant bamboos are 
impressive, but it is the paths that meander 
through the garden that enchant me most. 
Areas of golden bamboos, the thickness of 
a wrist and as tall as a house, give way to 
more sombre plantings of the glaucous 
columns of Phyllostachys pubescens. There 
are lots of other plants here: magnificent 
specimens of Cornus controversa ‘Variegata 
sparkle in a glade of dark-stemmed 
bamboo; centenarian Magnolia grandiflora 
lord it over smaller specimens. In a new 
garden, created in 2000, a collection of 
Japanese acers is planted in a shallow valley 
surrounding a meandering water course. 
The uncontested stars of the garden, 
though, are the bamboos. 

Among the leaf litter, powerful new 
shoots of the giant Phyllostachys 
bambusoides are pushing upwards. In 
1963 these all flowered and died. After 
having been cut down they regrew and dh be 
eight years later were over ten metres tall. ,Sumllight filtered through’the foliage + 
If youre not a bamboo expert, the range OC Billigsesiand ban bameves tik 


ae arden anlmost cathedral-like 
of colours of bamboo stems, which include 2 


feel of space and grandeur. 


smoky blues, golds and bright greens, [> 
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bamboo collection 


Above In 2000 part of the 
garden was sculpted to evoke 
a Japanese valley garden. 


Right A design based ona 
Japanese tori gate marks the 
entrance to a bamboo walk. 


Below right Greenhouses, 
built in 1860, are still used to 
display collections of tender plants. 


Below Water features and 
ancient bonsai trees add to the 
garden’s Asian ambience. 


+S fortune, first planted at the beginding 
‘of the last century, bisects the gar 


[> can be a revelation. I came across a 
variety that has bright green dashes along 
its stem, like a message in morse code. 
Phyllostachys edulis ‘Bicolor’, reads the 
discrete sign. 

The groves and alleys are places to 
linger, and I notice that others have 
succumbed to the charms of the place. In 
one area sweethearts have carved their 
names into the bamboo, and the specimen 
on which Yves and Cecile advertised their 
love 20 years ago seems still to be growing 
strongly. Wandering around the garden 
you are accompanied by the music of the 
place: the soft rustling of foliage, the dull 
clang, like a giant windchime, of the 
bamboos, and the gentle murmuring of 
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cool water. Monsieur Mazel’s enthusiasm for 
plants, now under the guardianship of his 

former gardener’s granddaughter, is alive and 
well and still flows through the gardens. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address La Bambouseraie, Prafance, 30140 
Générargues, France. 

Website bambouseraie.com 


READER TOUR 

In October writer John Hoyland and GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED editor Juliet Roberts are leading a 
reader tour to France and will be visiting some 
of the Paris region's best gardens. For details of 
how to join them, see page 17. 


1 Pseudosasa japonica 

Japanese bamboo that is hardy 
throughout Britain, with long, narrow 
glossy leaves. Easy to grow and will 
tolerate both windy and shady situations. 
Up to 3m. AGM* USDA 7a-10bt. 


2 Fargesia nitida 

Adense-foliaged, evergreen bamboo that 
makes a good hedge. Tough and easy to 
grow, the canes have a purple hue and 
the leaves are long and narrow. 

2.5-4m. RHS H4*, USDA 7b-11. 


3 Phyllostachys sulphurea f. viridis 

The pale green canes fade to a luminous 
golden yellow, often with green striations. 
Can be huge — at Prafance specimens 
have reached 15m — so only consider if 
you have plenty of space. Around 8m. 


4 Phyllostachys bambusoides 
‘Castillonii’ 

Aclump-forming bamboo, with deep 
yellow canes that have a distinctive green 
groove on alternate sides of the stems 
between the leaf nodes. Regularly 
remove the lower leaves to appreciate 
the luminous stems. 6m. AGM. 


5 Phyllostachys nigra 

The very popular ‘black bamboo! The 
canes are green for the first two years and 
then become darker until they are the 
colour of polished ebony. Likes rich, moist 
soil. 2.5-5m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 7a-10b. 


6 Semiarundinaria fastuosa 
Fast-growing species that is hardy in 
Britain. 4-8m. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 6b-11. 


7 Phyllostachys edulis ‘Heterocycla’ 
The unusual stems show how this 
bamboo got its common name — 

the tortoise bamboo. 

Up to 15m. USDA 7a-11. 


8 Phyllostachys nigra f. henonis 
Arching stems that develop a blue-grey 
sheen as they age. 2.5-6m. AGM. 

RHS Hd, USDA 7a-11. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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Pure escapism 


Choose from this selection of dream garden getaways and visit some natural 


landscapes, take a garden tour or simply relax at a luxury hotel 


PRIDE OF BRITAIN HOTELS 


| JAPAN JOURNEYS 


Pride of Britain is a collection of wonderfully British hotels each dedicated 
to the pursuit of excellence. Across these properties great chefs prepare 
feasts on a daily basis, thousands of guests enjoy celebration drinks, while 
others simply recharge their batteries. We look forward to welcoming you 
to these unique places and to creating memories and experiences that will 
remain with you long after you have driven home. Our mark of quality is 
one upon which you will always be able to rely. 

TEL 0800 089 3929 \WEB prideofbritainhotels.com 


INSIDEJAPAN — THE JAPAN EXPERTS 


From Tokyo neon to mountain top temples, Japan has a unique culture 
and an abundance of exquisite gardens to suit all seasons. Travel 
through the Japanese Alps to Kanazawa’s stunning Kenrokuen garden, 
see Kyotos geisha and temples, ride the Bullet Train and stay in a 
traditional Ryokan. Award-winning Japan experts, InsideJapan have a 
range of unique small tours from £1,250pp and tailor travel to suit all 
interests and budgets. 

TEL 0117 370 9751 WEB insidejapantours.com 


Japan Journeys has been offering a full range of horticultural tours for ten 
years. Choose between our beautiful Cherry Blossom tour, which herald’s 
spring-time or our Classic Gardens Tour, which coincides with Japan's 
spectacular maple leaf season, both of which are led by experts. We also 
offer a niche Bonsai Tour for enthusiasts. Our full range of escorted and 
independent tours can be tailored to suit your exact requirements. 


TEL 020 7766 5267 WEB japanjourneys.co.uk 


JERUSALEM IN THE SPRING 


Gardens in Israel from 6-16 March 2014. Spend five days volunteering 
at the Gardens, two days out with nature and have two days free to enjoy 
the cultural diversity this historic land offers. Work with other keen 
gardeners and have the chance to see some unusual and endangered 
native plants. For information contact Friends of JBG 

(Charity Reg No. 1151347) 

TEL 020 8238 2779 WEB friendsjbg.org.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


2014/15 


YWBOTANICA Az, 
WORLD DISCOVERIES & 


Gardens — History — Art - Music - Gourmet 
Europe — America — Asia — Australasia 


Exclusive 
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Worldwide botanically themed boutique cruises & small group discoveries for the discerning traveller 
Sightseeing combined with great gardens, both natural & created, historic & iconic sights, 
culture, art, music, history & gourmet discoveries 


SBABTA For more information call 0845 672 9501 or 


ABTA No.V9080 www.botanica.travel 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


[TALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
Can be adapted for individuals 
Choice of departure dates in 2014 
Prices from £1990 per person 


TUSCANY 
Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Vignamaggio, 
Villa Geggiano, Villa Oliva, Villa Reale 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, 
Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, lsola Madre 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: Villa Rufolo, Villa Cimbrone, 
Caserta, Villa San Axel Munthe, La Mortella 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 
Visits to: Villa d’Este,Bomarzo, Villa 
Lante, Giardino di Ninfa, Landriana 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


@ Individual extensions to 
each tour 


@ Stay at luxury hotels, 
two per tour 


@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 


THE VENETO 

Visits to: Padua botanic garden, 

Villa Emo, Villa Barbarigo, Villa Pisani, 
Giardino Giusti 


When Cornish Magnolias flower spring has arrived in England 


The Nare is considered by many to be Cornwall’s most comfortable hotel and is the perfect location from which to visit Cornwall’s great 
gardens, particularly in February and March when the Magnolias are in full bloom and spring has arrived. The four day garden breaks 
are not to be missed. 


This year The Nare, with the Great Gardens of Cornwall, will once again champion the Cornwall Spring Story to prove that 
spring comes to Cornwall first. Follow the progress of the magnificent Magnolia Campbellii on twitter @Gr8Gardens or at 
www.narehotel.co.uk/springstory. 


Veryan-in-Roseland Near St Mawes Cornwall FiNa [ eC 


stay@narehotel.co.uk www.narehotel.co.uk 


Tel 01872 50 11 11 The country house hotel by the sea 
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Latest design news, trend forecast, design sourcebook 
NEWS COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 
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Why not come to 
KLC to start your 
career in garden 
design? We've got 
part time or open 
learning courses to 
suit you 


s) 
Visit klc.co.uk or “Si > 
= A 
call 020 7376 3377 P Sali x 
and start designing U4 2 \ 
your future today | 


a 
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i ALC Award winning design by 


‘School / Design KLC graduate Anoushka Feiler 


Call us or order online 


Plants direct from one 


of the UK’s leading nurseries 
Growers of hardy-nursery stock since 1913 


01751 472226 www.rvroger.co.uk 


The Nurseries = Pickering = North Yorkshire - YO18 7JW 


cheeky k A eal dose cn 
mon e ¢ \) uild treehouses, 
tree Nee & playhouses and 

tel: 01403 732 452 


eens 


elevated platforms 


NT 
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www.cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk 


GARDENS OF KYOTO, JAPAN 


Specialist Japanese Garden Tours with expert guides 

at peak times of the year in Kyoto - the Cherry Blossom 
in early April and the Fall in mid-November. 

8 nts International standard accommodation in Kyoto, 
4 day extension tour outside Kyoto. 7nt/ 8 nt/12 nt 
options from £935 ( excl. flights ). Open to those 
travelling more widely in Japan, Asia, to Australia. 


WEBSITE www.espirita.org.uk 
TEL 0161 928 5768 
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CULTURAL AWARD 

Recognition for Dutch maestro 
Piet Oudolf has been awarded the Prins 
Bernhard Cultuurfonds Prize 2013 in the 
Netherlands for his exceptional contribution 
to garden and landscape design. The annual 


prize, which includes €75,000 cash a 


nda 


Designated Cultural Fund, with a starting 


sum of €75,000, is awarded to a pers 
organisation in the fields of the arts, n 


on or 
ature 


design news 


conservation, conservation of monuments 
and buildings, and cultural education. Piet 
has chosen urban green projects in 
temporary spaces to benefit from his fund. 


: A fe bag fe 
NEW PUBLIC GARDEN 
Tight squeeze 

A narrow, plant-packed public garden, designed by.Dan 


Pearson Studio, has opened above the railway tunnels 
at King’s Cross, London. Handyside Gardens includes a 
children’s play area, a pergola planted with fruit and 
seating areas. Corten steel edging is a reminder of 

the railway sidings that once occupied the site. 


GARDEN TRA 


SFORMATION 

Secret museum trail 

Asecret garden at Boston's historic arts museum, the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum, has been re-designed by Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates. Originally planted in a formal Italianate style by Mrs Gardner, 
the Monks Garden now offers strolls through groves of trees including 
stewartia, paperbark maple and grey birch along a network of winding 
brick paths. For more details visit gardnermuseum.org 
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MUSEUM EXHIBITION 
Shangri-la at the Victoria & Albert, | = < 
Mist drifts across the dream-like ChinesSétandseé bate oy print maker and calligrapher = 


Xu Bing in the John Madejski Garden/at (6ndon’s V&A. His installation, built up from layers of 


] 
; 


thinly cut stones from different parts Of China, \is inspirediby a Chinese fable about living in 
harmony with nature. Handmade ceramic houses represent the utopian village and accompany 
the exhibition, Masterpieces of Chinese Painting 700-1900. Details at www.vam.ac.uk 
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Elegant redesign 


Gardeners and staff at the 
horticultural charity Thrive's 
main garden on East Carriage 
Drive in Battersea Park are 
swapping portable buildings for 
a distinctive purpose-built 
centre designed by London 
architects Pedder & Scampton. 
The building curves elegantly 
around a large London plane 
tree with a glass-walled 
orangery on the inside of the 
curve, to be used as a light-filled 
workroom. Sarah Price's design 
for the plot includes an edible 
patch, pictorial meadow 
planting and a woodland walk. 


Planting will start in spring. 


as Visiting Professor of 
Planting Design at the 
Department of Landscape, 
University of Sheffield, can be 
viewed online at shef.ac.uk/ 
landscape/lectures. Two 
other visiting professors, 
Andrew Grant and Carl 
Steinitz, should have lectures 
online later this year too. 


architects, artists 
and nurserymen are invited 
to take part in the Creative 
Gardens international 
competition at Orticolario 
2014, 3-5 Oct. Nine gardens 
will be selected to appear at 
the show; applications must 
be in by 31 Jan. orticolario.it 


the 
Landscape Institute's Lecture 
Series and Think Tank will 
take place around the country 
between January and April. 
The first lecture is on 28 Jan 
at Sheffield University with 
‘Making the World We Want; 
a discussion with Jonathon 
Porritt (Forum for the Future) 
and Pam Warhurst (Incredible 
Edible Todmorden). 
eventbrite.co.uk 


Book now for Garden 
Sculpture Projects with 
Melissa Cole at West Dean 
College, West Sussex, 23-27 
March. Tel 01243 811301, 
westdean.org.uk 


organised by 
the Garden Museum has 
been announced. There is a 
tour of Burghley House 
garden with designer George 
Carter on 12 March anda 
Design Study Day with 
designer Cleve West at 
the museum on 7 April. 
gardenmuseum.org.uk 
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AND ALBERT MU! 


Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 
on Alitags aluminium labels 
with Alitags or HB pencil. The 
pencil will react with our 
specially made aluminium tags 
and become permanent. 


Alitags labels can also be 
punched with Alitags character 
punches & jig. 


Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels 
are also available. 


Alitags, 33 Bourne Lane, 
Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. 
Tel 01279 842685 


Gifts & Gardens 


www.giftsandgardens.com 


Bamboo Cloches 


Made of Beiiboo woven into an open 
dome and available in 5 sizes plus a 
tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches 
protect plants & seeding from damage 
by animals, footballs, light frost and 
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be 
used to cover the plants inside the 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. 
The micro climate inside the cloches 
promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 


y 
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THE TABLES 


PLEASE SH! T 
HE GATE 


Hanging Wooden Signs : 60 Texts 


Stone Lanels : 50 Texts 


Wooden Keyrings : 90 Locations 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


Andrew Crace 


English Garden Furniture 


Slatted Wheelbarrow Seat 


Candle Lanterns 
with a small tray 
inside for atea 
light candle. 
Christmas Tree, Owl, 
Reindeer, Pig, Dog, 
Cat, Lobster, etc. 


ca 
pee ss: 


Charles ee 3 Cae: 


Made in England S$ Made from Iroko or Oak 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham 
Herts SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 
www.andrewcrace.com 
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Design trends 


At last we're beginning to relax about our gardens. Less bling - more ablur of soft 
planting with shrubs pinpointing our designs, and a willingness to share what we grow 


Mary 
Keen 


Garden writer and 


designer 


A recent gardening 
symposium revealed that the 
person on the ground who 
has to make a design work, 


wants more input at the start. 


Contractors also felt that 
designers should understand 
the process. If realism, rather 
than delivering dreams, is 
the new name of the game, 
clients will need to be more 
realistic too. 


+ | keep hearing the term ‘matrix planting’ — smart way of saying it’s all mixed up toget 


Kim 
Wilkie 


Landscape architect 


Although the financial crisis 
has diverted government 
attention away from the 
environment, | believe that 
we, the voters, are taking 
land and weather more 
seriously than ever. 

Good soil, water and food 
will be increasingly 
treasured whether you’re 
a farmer, gardener or 
window-box owner. 


Annie 
Guilfoyle 


KLC School of Design 


Here in the UK we have some 
of the finest specialist 
nurseries in the world, run by 
wonderfully knowledgeable 
people who are keen to share 
their passion for plants. In 
2014 | predict that more 
people will be seeking out 
the smaller, independent 
growers to discover the more 
unusual varieties and make 
plant buying more of a 
learning experience. 


Andrew 
Duff 


Inchbald School 
of Design 


N i 


2014 sees a welcome return 
of gardening; yes gardening 

is the new black. Getting our 
hands in the soil and dirty 

will allow us to bond with our 
plants once more. I’m not 
talking grow your own, 
ordinary plants will be planted 
at a smaller size to allow us 
time to watch them grow — 
just like we used to do! This is 
not only down to budget but 
also people's need to connect 
with the outdoors. 


her? ¢ Revival 


probably due for 1950s Tea and Floribunda roses in violent colours * Containers should always be as 
big as possible — it’s practical and looks great « Plant an orchard if you can and fill it with bulbs such as 


camassias ° | like using meadow mixes at the edges of things and as infills to first year plantings. 


Isabel Bannerman 


Garden designer 


Our clients seem increasingly 
happy to explore more unusual 
ideas that are personal to them. 
A good summer and more 
positive economy have helped 
with a greater interest again in 
the outdoors. Strong colour 
has been popular in planting 
and we also have seen much 
more experimentation with 
materials. Clients are more 
environmentally aware although 
planners are increasingly 
demanding and often blinkered. 


Andrew 
Wilson 


London College of 
Garden Design 


For many years my first 
marching order in gardens 
was to remove all the ‘boring’ 
old shrubs and then bring 

in truck loads of trendy 

new perennials and grasses. 
But I’m now embracing 
Californian shrubs such as 
Ceanothus, Garrya, Rhamnus 
and Arctostaphylos and my 
foundation plantings are 
back. | find the counterpoint 
of well-placed shrubs 
elevates the gardens toa 
level that far exceeds a too 
soft or too hard approach. 


Bernard 
Trainor 


Landscape designer 


Make it look like you always owned it 


Young designers seem to be 
moving away from shorter- 
lived perennials and grasses 
and towards a more realistic 
and affordable, family 
orientated, all-year-round 
layout, with less use of hard 
landscape and more focus on 
plants, including wildlife 
attractors and grow your own. 
Adam Frost's ‘Sowing the 
Seeds of Change’ garden for 
Homebase at Chelsea 2013 
was a good example of this. 


Rosemary 


Alexander 


Principal, English 
Gardening School 


Garden lighting 


In planting design, the 
pendulum is swinging back 
in that the naturalistic trend, 
established over the past 15 
years or so, is now subject to 
more variation in terms of 
the range of plants and the 
complexity of plant 
combinations — less ‘drifty’ 
and more ‘embroidered’ 
And community gardening 
continues to grow in 
popularity, with more people 
getting into gardening asa 
way of improving urban areas 
and making friendships. 


Tim 
Richardson 


Garden writer and critic 


Slow down and think first 


Shiny pots 


Feel it, smell it, eat it: plants are wonderful 


Glass balustrades 


Enjoy small things 


Decorative panels in paving 


Plant more flowering shrubs 


Garden art — not all of it is art 


Adopt a craftsman 


Naff accessories 


Avoid investing in future landfill 


Grasses that need a JCB to lift them 


Jinny Blom 


Landscape and garden designer 
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COUNTRYFILE 


Great British Walks 


COL NTRYFILE Get out and enjoy our glorious countryside 
a uae in 2014 with Great British Walks from 
GREAT BRITIS BBC Countryfile Magazine 


Inside this new special edition you will find 75 of the 

best walks in the UK, carefully selected by the makers 
of BBC Countryfile Magazine and Julia Bradbury from 
the Countryfile TV programme. These walks are the 
perfect way to enjoy Britain’s coasts, woodlands and 
forests, hills and mountains, lakes and canals — plus its 
hidden gems. 


Great British Walks includes: 
e Julia Bradbury’s top picks 


° Activities and places to visit, suitable for 
the whole family 


COASTS = HILLS = RIVERS * VILL/ 
qrume~ 2 Lf On ‘AY ¢ Events and festivals throughout the year 


\ er ee” £ 7.99 ° Interesting facts and local wildlife you can 
UDESJULIABRAD, (+ p&p*) spot during your walk 


= e Walks of all lengths and difficulties, all over the UK 


Warptale Fareed 


Explore beautiful landscapes 75 walks of all lengths Top picks from Countryfile’s 


across Britain and difficulties Julia Bradbury 


ORDER TODAY AT 


or call our order hotline on and quote GBWHAX13 


Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 
8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-1pm Saturday. Prices including postage are: £9.49 for UK residents, £10.99 for Europe and £11.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please 
allow 21 days for delivery. 


ARE AVAILABLE FROM OTHER SUPPLIERS THAN THOSE LISTED. 


ODUCTS FEATURED 


NOTE: MANY OF THE PR 


design sourcebook 


JUST ROOM FOR TWO 
Wood Burning Hot Tub 

£1,590, Sauna & Badetonne, 
+49 176 105 60 787, sauna-badetonne.com 


SEATS SIX 
Cedar Barrel Hot Tub 
£7,695, Elite Hot Tubs, 
0844 448 0125, elitehottubs.co.uk 


WOOD-FIRED CLASSIC 
Natural Hot Tub 
from £4,850, Forestflame, 
01298 84467, forestflame.co.uk 


THE SHORT LIST 


Hot tuos 


PORTABLE PLEASURE 
Dutchtub Original by Weltevree 
£4,650, Big Fire, 

01395 275300, bigfire.co.uk 


Wel Ea 


LUXURIOUS MASSAGE JETS 
Cedar Falls 
£7895, Riviera Hot Tubs, 
01803 326638, riviera-hottubs.co.uk 


JAPANESE STYLE 
Ofuro Hot Tub 
from £1,199, Royal Tubs, 
0845 901 1440, royaltubs.co.uk 


Take the plunge in a soothing hot tub, no matter what the weather is 


POWERED BY ELECTRIC 
Urban Cedar Sport Deep 
£5,995, Urban Cedar, 
01934 833844, urbancedarhottubs.co.uk 


MODERN WOODBURNER 
Dutchtub Wood by Weltevree 
£4,875, Big Fire, 

01395 275300, bigfire.co.uk 


BUBBLE BENCH INCLUDED 
Cedar Canyon 
£5,995, Riviera Hot Tubs, 
01803 326638, riviera-hottubs.co.uk 
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Beat those January blues with a magazine subscription 


Take out a subscription to any one of your favourite titles and receive your first 
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Great reasons to subscribe 


* Try your first 5 issues for just £5° * Continue to make great savings after your trial period 
¢ Never miss an issue of your favourite magazine * Enjoy easy and convenient delivery direct to your door 


2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


3 JSGIPI4 


*The 5 issues for £5 offer is only available for UK delivery addresses (excluding BFPO addresses). For overseas rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com/januarysale. This is a Direct Debit only offer where the first 5 issues will be charged at 
£5.The discounts and prices shown are follow-on rates payable by Direct Debit. The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £90.20. This price is for 51 issues, which includes the Christmas double issue and a contribution 
towards first class postage.All savings are calculated from the Basic Annual Rate. You are free to cancel your subscription at any time — if you cancel within 2 weeks of receiving your fourth issue you will pay no more than £5, this is with 
the exception of Radio Times and Match of the Day, which you will need to cancel before your 4th issue. The offer ends Ist February 2014. 


TCalls to the number above made from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 


ROBIN BAKER 
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Bunny. Guinhess’s wonderful 
vegetable garden with double 
cordon apple trees and cloches 
ffom her 2011 Chelsea show 
garden is explored in 
Contemporary Designers’ Own 
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Book reviews 


CONTEMPORARY 
DESIGNERS’ OWN 
GARDENS 

by Barbara Baker 
Garden Art Press, £35 
ISBN 978-1870673792 


CONTEMPO RARY , 
DESIGNERS” 
OWN*GARDENS 


“So... what’s your own garden 
like?” That’s the question most 
often asked of garden designers 
(and garden writers) and this 
book goes some way to assuaging 
an understandable curiosity 
among the gardening public. 
Several of the biggest international 
names are among the 20 designers 
featured here, including Dan 
Pearson, Fernando Caruncho, 
Tom Stuart-Smith and Ron 


more of a beer component, but 


anecdotes are indeed its greatest 
strength. On the other hand 
picture and print quality is 


Lutsko, as well as some which may _ Bird houses 
perched high 

above a bed of 
cosmos help attract 
wildlife to the another surprise. Somehow I 


garden of designer imagined the green-haired, 
Antonio Perazzi. 


be less familiar, such as Ludwig each to his own. 
Gerns and Ute Wittich. 


I was particularly intrigued 


Patrick Blanc’s garden is 
variable, while the use of images 
by the Catalonian hillside garden 
of Adriaan Geuze of Dutch 


of the designers’ other commissioned 


landscape company West 8. This 
consists of a series of terraces 
including a remarkable pierced 
concrete enclosure, a grove of 
mulberry trees and an area of wild 
forest. ‘Life here consists of half an 
hour of picking and ritual exercise 
in the herb garden, Geuze 
enthuses, ‘resulting in drinking 
mint tea and eating your own 
salads. It is lovely? As an 
Englishman, I have to say my 
Spanish holiday regimen includes 


vertical-wall guru living in an 
austere, white-cube modernist 
apartment with no plants at all, but 
here he is at his desk in Paris 
overshadowed by a massive vertical 
garden, with another three living 
walls on the courtyard outside. The 
author reports how she was offered 
a glass of wine at 11am, and when 
she asked for water instead Blanc 
exclaimed, “Water is for plants, not 
for human beings!” 

There are many such moments 
in the book, and the quotes and 


work — much of it very well- 
known — can lead to confusion. 
Caveats aside, this book represents 
a welcome peek through the 
keyhole into both secret and 
not-so-secret garden spaces. 


Tim Richardson is a garden 
critic and regular columnist for 
the Daily Telegraph. 


book offer 
RRP £35. Reader offer 
price £32, including p&p. 


ANTONIO PERA, 
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12. BRITISH 


OAK 


BEATRIX POTTER’S GARDENING LIFE 
by Marta McDowell 
Timber Press, £16.99 
978-1604693638 


BEATRIX 
POTTER’S 


GARDENING LIFE 


MARTA McDOWELL 


If you are nostalgic for the world of 
Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail and Peter 
you will be charmed by this book, 
even if the actual horticultural 
content is fairly limited. I did enjoy 
revisiting the illustrations of my 
childhood which are accompanied 
by many of Beatrix Potter’s 
botanical and landscape 
watercolours, many of which have 
an attractive loose quality. There’s 
also some really interesting archive 
photography both of Beatrix and 
her gardens, as well as recent colour 
images of the gardens and some of 
the key plants. 

The book is divided into three 
parts — the first is essentially her 
biography with lots of gardening 
references. She was a practical 
hands-on gardener and I warmed to 
her when, faced with a large expanse 
of lawn laid out by a contractor in 
her absence (the word tennis was 
mentioned), her response was to get 
the farmer to plough it up and 
plant potatoes. And I have 
decided to adopt the phrase for 
plants given to friends as ‘pass 
along’ plants. This may 
actually be an Americanism 
that has crept in from the 


author rather than Beatrix Potter, 
but is appealing nonetheless. 

The second section of the book 
is a gardening journal that follows a 
year in her Cumbrian gardens. It 
combines quite a lot of speculation 
with quotes from her letters and 
other archive sources and I did find 
it quite an odd read as it is written in 
the present tense. 

The third part is for serious 
Beatrix Potter addicts, detailing 
how and where they can visit the 
various gardens with which she 
was connected during her lifetime, 
rounding it off with a visit to The 
World of Beatrix Potter Attraction 
at Bowness which — from the 
accompanying photograph — 
actually looks much nicer 
than it sounds. 

This is a book written primarily 
for the American market (why else 
would it be necessary to describe 
what a foxglove looks like) but 
nonetheless it is appealing and does 
provide insight into the gardening 
life of a woman who was never 
afraid to get her hands dirty at a 
time when most women of her 
generation were wearing lace gloves. 
One for the bedside table. 


Stephanie Donaldson is a writer 
specialising in organic gardening. 


book offer 
RRP £16.99. Reader offer 
price £14.99 including p&p. 


THE BRITISH OAK 
by Archie Miles 
Constable, £35 

ISBN 978-1472107862 


Few gardeners have space for an oak, 
so to a book such as this they must 
turn to behold the splendour of a 
genus numbering around 600 
species. In previous books Archie 
Miles has proved himself a steadfast 
and enthusiastic companion; with 
his attention now focused on 
Britain’s two natives, Quercus robur 
and Q. petraea, he remains on top 
form, doling out facts and curiosities 
on every page. He has much to say, 
concentrating largely on 50 local 
and nationally well-known 
individuals — the Big Belly oak at 
Savernake, the giants of Sherwood 
and the ancient near-dead Sir Philip 
Sydney oak at Penshurst Place. He 
visits oaky places — Selly Oak in 
Birmingham, Button Oak in 
Worcestershire — delving into the 
folklore and myriad legends 
surrounding this most celebrated of 
trees. The chapter on oak-fed crafts 
and industries covers everything 
from charcoal burning to furniture 
making. The Navy figures largely in 
a section on shipbuilding. Nor are 
lesser sightings overlooked: most of 
us have probably enjoyed a pint at 
one of the 600-odd Royal Oak pubs 
—an appropriate place, perhaps 
beside an oak-log fire, to relish this 
richly absorbing book. 


David Wheeler is editor of the 
gardening journal Hortus. 


book offer 
RRP £35. Reader offer 
price £32, including p&p. 


Books 


VIRGINIA WOOLF'S GARDEN: 
The Story of the Garden at Monk’s House 
by Caroline Zoob, photographs by Caroline Arber 


Mediterranean 
Gardens 


\ Model fi d Living, > 


Jacqui Small, £30 
ISBN 978-1909342132 
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Monk’s House, the weatherboard 
cottage in Sussex that Virginia 
Woolf and her husband Leonard 
bought as a weekend retreat in 1919, 
has become something of a literary 
shrine. While she was living there, 
author Caroline Zoob once found 
two women weeping in the garden, 
overwhelmed to be treading on the 
same brick paths along which 
Virginia used to walk. 

For ten years Zoob, an 
embroiderer and homewares 
designer lived at Monk’s House with 
her husband Jonathan as tenants of 
the National Trust, restoring its 
borders and opening the house to 
the public. After a while she too fell 
under Virginia’s spell. 

Her book is a celebration both 
of the garden and the Woolfs. But 
this is no conventional literary 
biography. It’s the everyday details 
of Virginia and Leonard’s lives — 
plants bought, trees pruned, 
squabbles over greenhouses — that 
fascinate Zoob. Virginia we learn 
was an excellent breadmaker but a 
dreadful driver; Leonard was fond 
of roses, but despised Floribundas. 
Any mention of Virginia’s novels is 
almost an addendum to news on 
the progress of house and garden — 
Mrs Dalloway paid for a bathroom, 
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with indoor loo, while the success of 
Orlando allowed Leonard to buy a 
neighbouring field, and Virginia to 
build two new rooms of her own. 

But this is foremost the story of 
the garden — how Leonard created 
it and how the Zoobs restored it. 
Caroline Arber’s gorgeous 
photographs of the garden as it is 
today are interwoven with sepia 
snapshots of the Woolfs, paintings 
by Vanessa Bell and embroidered 
plans of the garden by Zoob herself. 
Reading it is like taking a stroll 
around the garden in the company 
of a knowledgeable friend. In each 
garden room Zoob stops to recount 
alittle more of the story, treating 
you to another delicious detail, 
plucked from diaries and letters, 
that helps bring the Woolfs to life. 

Zoob’s enthusiasm for the place 
is infectious, and it’s easy to see why 
some visitors are moved to tears. 
For this is where Virginia came to 
write her novels — in an old toolshed 
with Leonard pottering in the loft 
above — to weed, play bowls and 
recover from depression, and where 
finally in March 1941 she took her 
own life. Her last diary entry was of 
the garden and the everyday: 'L. is 
doing the rhododendrons. 


Juliet Giles is production editor 
on GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 


book offer 


RRP £30. Reader offer 


price £27.50 including p&p. 


MEDITERRANEAN 
GARDENS 

by Louisa Jones 

Available through Amazon for £16.39 
ISBN 978-0992290092 


When Canadian Louisa Jones first 
started making a garden in Provence 
in the 1970s she was told that there 
were no other gardens in the south 
of France. Since then she has been 
discovering, and writing about them, 
as well as those of the wider 
Mediterranean basin. These are 
gardens that do not look to northern 
Europe for inspiration but are firmly 
rooted in the traditions, climate and 
culture of the Mediterranean. 

After decades of study and 
reflection, Jones now believes that 
the Mediterranean way of gardening 
and, in particular, its relationship 
with the land from which these 
gardens spring, can model gardening 
worldwide. In this short book she 
sets out her thesis in a series of brief, 
sometimes frustratingly brief, essays. 

Jones likens Mediterranean 
gardens to the region’s cuisine — 
seasonal, local, diverse, sustainable, 
economical but capable of being 
refined — a peasant cuisine that has 
captured an international 
imagination. It is this deeply rooted 
sense of place that should, she says, 
inform all garden making. 

The book is filled with 
snippets of historical and scientific 
information and Jones calls on 
poets and artists to illuminate ideas 
that will appeal to most forward- 
thinking garden makers. 


John Hoyland is a plantsman 
and garden writer. 


downtools books 


OF RHUBARB AND ROSES: 


The Telegraph Book of the Garden 


edited by Tim Richardson 


Aurum Publishing Group, £25. ISBN 978-1845137748 


RICHARDSON 


The Telegraph has a longstanding 
relationship with gardening. Since 
the late 1950s a garden column 

has featured daily among its pages, 
now replaced by a more expansive 
Saturday supplement. From this 
dense archive editor Tim 
Richardson has cherry picked some 
glittering examples of the very finest 
in British garden writing. Covering 
the latest controversy at Chelsea to 
the merits of mulching and studies 
of the nation’s favourite gardens, the 
result is a hefty hardback brimming 
with essays spanning the vast 
spectrum of horticulture. 

Though the avid gardener is 
sure to pick up some useful insights 
along the way, practical advice is 
not this book’s primary aim. It is 
foremost a celebration of garden 
writing. Despite their divergent 
styles the contributors are bonded 
by their ability to deftly manoeuvre 
between the practical and the 
poetic. For instance the veteran 
columnist Fred Whitsey 
memorably depicts the compost 
heap as a ‘vast sponge sandwich 
cake’ composed ‘with the same 


devoted application that a pastry 
cook with Cordon Bleu standards 
brings to her task. 

In all the selected pieces the 
character behind the words shines 
through. Be it the sensual pleasure 
of eating a home-grown tomato or 
the joy of spring buds emerging, the 
writers communicate an emotional 
and personal appreciation of the 
garden. Along with its selected 
obituaries and biographies of 
gardening greats this collection 
is a charming reminder that gardens 
are, after all, about people first 
and plants second. 

The occasional news stories 
and readers’ letters also act as 
something of a historical record, 
charting Britain’s changing social 
attitudes since the Second World 
War. However, thankfully 
Richardson playfully arranges the 
articles into rough themes, rather 
than a dull chronology. 

Without an index this means 
that it is difficult to navigate back 
to favourite pieces or writers, but 
the effect is like that of an assorted 
box of chocolates. I happily skipped 
between essays by the likes of Vita 
Sackville-West, Germaine Greer 
and Sir Roy Strong, greedily 
consuming one after the other in 
quick succession. For those with a 
little more restraint, this is a book 
that promises many hours of 
savoured delights. 


Catherine Smalley is a 
freelance writer. 


book offer 
RRP £25. Reader offer 
price £23, including p&p. 


DREAM PLANTS FOR THE 
NATURAL GARDEN 

By Piet Oudolf and Henk 
Gerritsen 

Frances Lincoln, £20 

ISBN 978-0711234628 

Design tips from the masters 
of natural planting. 


DREAM PLANTS 
™ NATURAL GARDEN, 


THE GIFT OF A GARDEN 
By Alice Taylor 

Brandon, £14.99 

ISBN 978-1847175816 

A charming and reflective 
guide to understanding the 
gardening psyche by best- 
selling author Alice Taylor. 


Alice Taylor 


Th teri 


THE ART OF THE DEVON 
GARDEN 

By Todd Gray 

The Minton Press, £24 
ISBN 978-1903356637 

A fascinating timeline 
featuring Devon’s most 
recognised landscapes. 


PLANT CONSERVATION 
By Timothy Walker 

Timber Press, £14.99 

ISBN 978-1604692600 
Botanist Timothy Walker 
explores the pivotal role 
plants play, and the science 
behind conserving them. 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via 
www.gardensillustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 
with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens Illustrated Bookshop, 

PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. Free delivery within UK. 
Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order, please 
call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders 
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 
9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Seeing the light 

| felt that | really must write to congratulate you 
on the marvellous day | enjoyed recently at 
Waddesdon Manor. My husband died this year 
and | sold our home with its treasured garden 
and moved to be nearer to my family. | read 
about the proposed GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reader 
event at Waddesdon Manor and decided to be brave and do a day out on my own, my first solo 
outing. | was not disappointed. In fact it was a truly magical day that really lifted the spirits. 

Bruce Munro and his phenomenal lighting was the real star of the day. Far from being a dry, 
dusty and technical talk, he was really inspiring to listen to. It’s a pity we do not have a few more 
‘day dreamers’ as he described himself, in our midst to lift our creativity and be brave enough to 
share it with others. 

Thank you so much for organising such a splendid day. For a little while there was respite from 
grief and a warm welcome back into the world. Please organise others for the future. 

Anna Sketchley, Hampshire 


GARDEN HISTORY 
Happy horticultural memories 
What surprise and pleasure you gave to 


who first joined the school a year before the 
image was taken, and retired only this year. 
Thank you very much for publishing the 

us at Waterperry Gardens to see, in the photo: it has given the staff great enjoyment. 
November issue, the Cecil Beaton picture of Robert Jacobs, Waterperry Horticultural Manger 
Miss Havergal and girls working on the pear 

INSPIRATION 

Having the last laugh 


Frank Ronan is so witty and charming. Each 


cordons [issue 203, p41]. I am pleased to say 
that a few of those trees still survive as does 
her spirit within the staff, the grounds and, her 
first love, the fruit grown on the estate. time I receive my new issue I turn right to the 
back and read his delightful page first. His 


advice and his own garden experiences are 


As a young Waterperry apprentice, I met 
Miss Havergal once before she died. I had been 
told of her fearful reputation and was nervous _ so interesting. He relates to plants and their 
but all I remember was a person with kind eyes _ tangled habits perfectly. Angela Harding does 
and a genuine interest in what I was doing. The —_ justice to every column with her colourful, 
whimsical illustrations, which I adore. I have 


clipped out each page and put them on the 


picture is described as... ‘taught how to prune 
pear trees” Looking at the young tomato plants 
in the photo, I could not see what they would 
be pruning in early summer. Chris Lanczak, 


wall in my studio. I have quite a wonderful 

collection. Thank you Angela and Frank for 
our fruit manager, believes they'd probably be —_ ending each glorious issue with perfectly fun 
thinning, rather than pruning, fruit. illustrations and absolutely superb, inspiring 
We purchased the same picture framed as_ —_ writing that always brings a smile to my face. 


part of a retirement present for Mary Spiller Kimberly Childers, Santa Rosa, California 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for moving 
things around the garden, such as clippings, logs or soil. 
It's also waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find 
details of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 


Being outdoors is fun and 
good for us, so swap some 
screen time for wild time 


David Bond is 
director of Project 
Wild Thing, a 
movement to 
promote nature- 
connected and 
outdoor playing kids 


| have noticed a big change 

in my children this year: they 
spend more time outside. They 
help their grandmother tend 
our vegetable patch and burst 
into the kitchen triumphantly 
brandishing products of varying 
degrees of edibility — from 
worms to runner beans. 

Spending time outdoors is 
fun, free and very good for 
children's health and wellbeing. 
Yet kids have never been more 
disconnected from nature. A few 
months ago an RSPB report 
concluded that just one in five 
are connected to the natural 
world. My film Project Wild Thing, 
which can be seen at community 
screenings or on DVD (from our 
website projectwildthing.com), 
raises awareness of the issue. 

In response to the problem, 
Project Wild Thing created the 
‘Wild Time’ campaign — by which 
we mean time spent outside, 
in countryside or city. We ask 
families to swap at least 
30 minutes of screen time for 
wild time each day. More than 
900 organisations have got 
behind the campaign — including 
conservation charities, schools 
and community garden groups. 
Please join us. 


+ What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 

8 Grub in medlar variety (5) 

9 Aplant past its best will do — rue 
doesn't, oddly (3,2,4) 

11 Lamenting: “such is the habit 

of pendulous plants” (7) 

12 The ‘pineapple flower’ — left out 
of coleus I’m moving (7) 

13 Describes a plant flowering 

more than once a season — awfully 
rotten, man! (9) 

15 Genus of tupelo tree in stony 
s-sand (5) 

17 Perennial with feathery flower 
plumes — sort of bestial (7) 

19 Hybrid, fragrant, flowering shrub — 
Eros ate, stupidly (3,4) 

20 Cytisus shrub giving a good 
sweep? (5) 

21 Small marrow, also called 
zucchini (9) 

24 Fictional, monstrous, mobile, 
plant that stings, if drift disturbed (7) 
26 Causing eg rhubarb to ripen 
rapidly (7) 

28 Cotinus's common name — badly 
reeks to me! (5,4) 

29 Asweet, early carrot from Canada 
—insay, UK, only (5) 


DOWN 

1 Bloomer — constituent of bread you 
might say (6) 

2 Elder in an arboretum? (4) 

3 Awinter-flowering chrysanthemum 
—aminor arrangement (6) 

4 Kent home of the National Fruit 


Collection right inside bog by valley (8) 

5 Ant, for example, has one awful 

scent! (6) 

6 Latin for ‘scarlet-coloured’ — carbon 
and mixed cocaine (8) 

7 The avens plant hidden in orange 
umbellifers (4) 

10 Black spot is one (7) 

14 Slogan found in bergamot, tomato (5) 
16 Bud makes starlings initially do what 
owls do! (5) 

17 Genus of shrubs with strawberry-like 
fruits — a little peculiar but useful! (7) 

18 Soil condition preferred by ericaceous 
plants (4-4) 

19 Edible fungi delicacies — worth sniffing 
out? (8) 

21 Raced around southern evergreen 
trees (6) 

22 Shrub with silvery catkins in winter, 
good fancy array (6) 

23 Eg trimming lawn’'s border (6) 

25 An essential protein for 
photosynthesis — in coir only (4) 

27 Liquid-black coloured part of 

pink yucca (4) 


Solutions to this month’s 
crossword and last month’s 
Christmas prize crossword will 
be printed in the February issue. 
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Luxury house with garden, for 
4 adults, quiet location, edge 
of Hayle Estuary. Take an early 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as 
a digital edition — 
search ‘GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED’ on the 
App Store, Google 
Play or Zinio.com 
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s° Plant profile orffidstas 
eal of the White Garden — 
den in France 
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Vaitrose stores, as well as 


digital version. 
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the writer's plot 


Taking stock 


Our columnist finds himself with an empty bed, but has an intriguing idea for how to fill it 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


uddenly there is a spare 
S= It doesn’t happen 

very often that a whole 
bed becomes vacant but now 
that the artichokes have been 
elevated to the new fruit 
garden, where they are 
romping with happiness, 
their old quarters are up for 
grabs. It is a square of twelve 
foot by twelve, raised a few 
inches, well drained and 
sunny. It was also the home of 
Celmisia and Eremurus, but 
now they too have been 
elevated, and it is hoped that 
they will follow the example of 
the artichokes and show their 
gratitude with ebullience. 

Which leaves an empty 

square between the raised 
lawn and the salad bed. I 
could revert to the original 
intention and grow more 
vegetables in it, which would 
be good for the worthy cause 
of rotation, but Iam nota 
worthy vegetable gardener. 


I know they couldn’t be more fashionable at the moment, but 


One careless forget-me-not and your new 
treasure 1s reduced to a spindly remnant 


vegetables are a bit demanding for me. You have to fiddle with 


them endlessly, and then it’s a gamble whether there will be 
anything edible at the end. And often when there is something 


edible I decide that I would rather be looking at it. 
So maybe one vegetable bed is enough. It just about 


deflects the moral outrage of those of my friends who are blind 


to flowers and like to talk about their parsnips. A parsnip 
has a very nice flower and the French use the roots to 
feed livestock. The English make a resistible soup of 
them, which on no account justifies garden space. You 
might be tempted to have roast parsnips once or twice in 
the winter, but there is a vegetable shop in Tenbury for 
that. My token bit of vegetable garden has become more 
of a salad bed, frivolous and unworthy. 

What I really need is a stock bed. One of the 
problems, once a garden begins to establish, is helping 
new plants gain a foothold. Some little herbaceous thing 
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in a four-inch pot takes your 
fancy and you plant it out in 
spring when it seems as though 
there are acres of space to 
spare. By the end of May the 
borders are jostling and it will 
have vanished and, unless you 
are weeding and rediscover it 
by accident, by June it will be 
smothered and dead. 

I'm not talking about the 
really delicate things. They 
have pet’s corner to go into now 
(which is a roaring success by 
the way). I mean more ordinary 
things, like asters and rudbeckias 
that will hold their own in the 
long run, but need bulking up 
first, away from competition. 
Phloxes are the most needy 
in this regard. One careless 
forget-me-not and your new 
treasure is reduced to a spindly 
remnant. Also, when you see 
phloxes for sale you tend to buy 
a few different ones on spec. It 


Angel Har ang 


would be nice to grow them on 
and compare them, rather than 


just learn to live with the one that survived by chance. 
Stock beds, while remaining completely functional, can be a 


thing of beauty also. When Fergus Garrett came to work at Dixter, 


one of his best innovations was to dig up all the nursery stock that 


had always grown in utilitarian rows and replant it in clumps and 
drifts. The High Garden was transformed. Where once the 


Frank Ronan is a 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


espaliered pears were used to screen the furrows behind, they are 


now a mere foreground in the greater picture. 

It was inspiring, and I’m a bit surprised that it has 
taken this long to be inspired by it. But then I hadn’t 
thought, until now, of a stock bed playing a part in a 
small ordinary garden like this. It should really, have 
been the first thing I made, when I think of all the 
countless plants that were optimistically catapulted 
into the borders never to be seen again. The hardest 
part will be to remember that it is temporary quarters 
and not allow plants to take residence just because 
Iam used to seeing them there. 
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Sharing the best in Gardening 


FREE FREE 


SIDE OF STAGING INSTALLATION 
& SHELVING SERVICE’ 


*Includes assembly onto customers’ pre-prepared base. 


When you buy any Gabriel Ash greenhouse 


Every Gabriel Ash greenhouse is produced using only the finest Western Red Cedar and is expertly handcrafted 
by time-served joiners in Chester into a seamless blend of wood, glass and discreet aluminium. 


\ | FOR OUR FREE 
,{’. BROCHURE CALL 


>» 0844 880 7909 
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gabrielash.com. 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MONUMENT FARM, FARNDON, CHESTER CH3 6QP. 
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For our WINTER OFFERS aall or click 0800 783 8083 


www.hartley-botanic.co.uk gi@hartleybotanic.co.uk 


Offers are available on selected models, for a limited period only. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Prices exclude all building work. Free delivery to UK mainland. 


